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LETTER I 


Miſs PiTTBoRoUGn to Miſs Naxcy 
PiTTBOROUGH. 


{Rojo KÞ HY, my Naney, do you 
alone delay your congratu- 

W. lations on my enttance into 

a new untried world eeſpe- 
cjally as it is ſuch a world, 
my dear, if we may truſt report, as is 
moſt aptly calculated to give your friend 
the higheſt delight. 1 confeſs, indeed, 
Vol. I. 3 Fam 


| 2 The HisTory of 


Jam at preſent a ſtranger to all thofe 
gay flattering ſcenes my fooliſh heart 
has ſo long panted after. But is not 
the hour of my introduction at hand? 
J have pre-determined to remit you whole 
volumes ' in their praiſe, provided they 
anſwer my high-raiſed expectations. 


I will acknowledge to you, that the 
town in itſelf is far from making the moſt 
agreeable appearance, unleſs one was ca- 
pable of admiring things for being merely 
prepoſterous : the height of the houſes, the 
dirt ofthe ſtreets, and extent of the buildings, 
ſeverally coming under that denomination. 


But, giddy creature that J am, why do 
1 thus ſuffer my vivacity to tranſport me 
beyond myſelf? and neglect telling you 
in its due, conſequently the firſt place, 
what unſpeakable regret I feel at being 
ſeparated at ſo unmexciful a diſtance from 


n my beloved ſiſter and moſt engaging com- 
panion: yet hy may not ſober truths: be 


_ - 
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expreſſed in lively language ? — gravity is 


by no means a proof of ſincerity ; for we 


are taught by every day's experience, that 
Hypocriſy bears no peculiar charaQteriftic. 


Never did honeft dame Nature produce 
greater contraſts than you and I: light 
and ſhade, earth and air, are but weak 
emblems: — we have our oppoſite views, 
our oppoſite arts of pleaſing, our oppoſite 
diſpoſitioned admirers. Vet notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe oppoſite articles, including at 
the ſame time our taſtes and inclinations, 
we are moſt indiffolubly attached to each 
other by affection's tye, infinitely ſtronger 
than that twig confanguinity. 


By the way, it appears to me, from the 
little obſervation I have hitherto been ca- 
pable of making with reſpect to the con- 
duct and converſation of our numerous 


viſitants, that the neareſt and deareſt rela- 
tionſhips are conſidered as à mere farce in 
this polite part of the globe. 


, B 2 You 
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You may hear one woman traduce an- 
other, with all the virulence, to uſe a 
maſculine phraſe, of her ſex. — A man 
(with ſuch rancour as no expreſſions can 
give you an idea of) ſhall profeſſedly pro- 
ſecute and perſecute his congenial mortal; 
yet ſhould you enquire into the merits of 
either the male or female cauſe, or the 
parties connexions, twenty to one but 
you found, the provocation a trifle, and 
the traduced and proſecuted wretch, the 
father, brother, ſiſter, or mother of the 
traducer and proſecutor: who, upon ſuch 
an occaſion (a ſtranger in particular), 
could forbear crying, out, ob-! oh-! theſe 
are perſons among whom. I muſt be great- 
ly upon my guard; for if they are capable 
of treating their own fleſh, and. blood fo 
mercileſsly, what have not I to popes: 
hend f 


But, preſumptuous prating girl, how - 

dare you preſume to cenſure and laſh 

mankind ? you who are, at this juncture, 
| as 
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clouds, unknowing às unknown, talk of. 


degeneracy: — look to yourſelf; your paſ- 


ſions are ſtrong, your 'reaſon as yet in its 


cradle; how do you expect to ſtem the 


great torrent with ſecurity ? — blinded by 
ſelf-love, miſled by ſelf-wiſdom (and na- 
turally fond of every ſpecies of paiety) 
— take care we may not add — undone 
by ſelf-confidence: pertneſs, vanity, and 
youth, are dangerous companions, not to 
mention — Nay, Nancy, none of your 


ſeverity ; ſurely in the ſecond perſon one 


might have ſaid a civil thing: — but your 


over-{queamiſhnels has thrown me out of 
my train. 


I am, moſt certainly, at preſent ſur- 
rounded with bewitching ſnares; a ſplen- 


did habitation, numerous retinue, with 


every other elegance the ambitious ſigh, 

for, are provided for my accommodation: 

my neat rural habiliments are to be ex-; 
5 21011 7 eQ'® ch nged | 
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changed for all the luxury of faſhion and 
expenſive adornments. 


Methinks it is pity though to renounce 
the little prim air I was wont to aſſume, — 
Six thouſand pounds would, indeed, have 
enabled as well as authorized me to flutter 
before this late period, had not our pru- 
dent mother (perceiving the wild bent, I 
preſume, of her younger daughter's incli- 
nation) intended our quaker-like appear- 
ance for a curb-bridle: — but here am I a 
living proof how little internals are affect- 
ed by externals. Had ſhe been continued 
to us, I ſhould not even now have been 
permitted to launch at large; and yet you 
cannot deny but I have the experience of 
full eighteen winters to boaſt of. — How 
unaccountable her averſion to public life : 
how happily correſpondent her ſpouſe's in- 
clination: — by mutual conſent the good 
ſouls buried themſelves in gloom and ſoli- 
tude, from the ſecond year of their union, 

when 
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when liſe was in its gayeſt prime, except, 
indeed, a grand annual excurſion to our 
neighbouring city; from whence, as I 
have been informed, they conſtantly re- 
turned rather diſguſted than amuſed. — Is 
it poſſible, Nancy, that I derived my origin 
from ſuch a pair? 


My trades-people have juſt brought 
home my gay trappings, and moſt en- 
chantingly elegant they are, — How impa- 
tiently ſhall I wait the arrival of that 
ſtated period for being drawn forth. — 
Great bodies, my demure ſiſter, you will 
pleaſe to obſerve, moſt invariably move by 
rule; little ones, perhaps, by reaſon. 


You remember De la Fontaine's ſhep- 
herd. —I ſhall only reverſe the ſcene. He, 
upon receiving diſguſt at court, moſt pa- 
thetically welcomes his ruſtic garb, that 
had been exchanged by his prince for 2 


4 PORWPRUs robe: but it is my intention to 
B 4 caſt 
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caſt off the ſimple country laſs with ſuit- 
able feelings. 

Adieu (my eyes languiſhing in uniſon 
with my expreſſions) ye humble long-ac- 


cuſtomed garments! my round-eared caps, 
Ke, &c. oh] adieu ! Adieu the pleaſures 


I was wont to taſte unruffled as unruffling ! 
— Adieu much valued ſpot of my nativity 
and childiſh ſports !— Adieu that ſoft, that 


ruſtic- like repoſe, derived from ſober 
hours | — But above all, adieu, a thouſand 
times adieu, my dear, dear Nancy! I am 
compelled to yield myſelf a captive to 


unweildy affluence, and diſguſting cere- 
mony ? 5 


What will, alas! become of my poor 
head, or poorer heart, in this wilderneſs 
of folly, I am unable to conjecture — ex- 
cept with regard to the article of affection 
for you; where, and where only, it will 
ever remain immutable. 


LE T. 
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LE T. T..E R II. 


From the ſame, to the ſame, 


HAT would I not give that you 
could now behold me. I am 
fruzeed and furbelowed up to my very 
ears. My neck, I bluſh to acknowledge 


it, is diſplayed with the ſame unconcern 


with which you would ſhew your naked 
face : I don't above half like it; but you 
know the faſhion-mongers, not I, am to 
blame. | « 


And where do you think I am going, 
butterfly-like, to unfold my gaudy wings 
— but to the play. — The old houſe is firſt 
complimented with my appearance — in 
compliment you muſt underſtand though. 

4 to 
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to my own judgment; for where elſe 
could I find a Garrick ? 


© My expectations are at their laſt gaſp 
I die with impatience: the party is ſuch 
— but I cannot deſcribe them until my 
return. — I am now ſummoned, adieu! 
adieu! 


Eleven o'clock. 


* * * 


O Nancy ! you muſt allow me, from 
my preſent exaltation, to look contempt 
on little folks below: — my ſpirits are all 
_ delightful hurry and pleafing perturba- 
tion. — What were Cæſar's conqueſts to 
mine; — the handſomeſt, fineſt, braveſt 
fellow ? —Could I but have been certain 
my tears ſearched his heart, and he really 
appeared diſturbed, I would have exhauſt- 
ed them all; provided they could have 
contributed to fix, not t waſh _ wy 


. xemembrance! 
| Well, 
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Well, but the particulars? Poor ſoul, 
what odd notions do you entertain! To 
be ſure I can be as compoſed and collect- 
ed as yourſelf, who love and hate, and 
ſing, and chat, with the ſame equal heavy 
feelings. 


Vou was once, by accident, preſent at 
a a review : what people make ſo ſtriking, 
ſo pleaſing an appearance as your officers ; 
the colour of their cloaths, the power of 
the ſun upon their complexions, the big 
looking cockade, and protecting promiſe, 
their every feature communicates, is irre- 


ſiſtible. 


We females are ſaid to be weak and 
cowardly; no wonder then that we are 
inſtinctively attached to an open counte- 
nanced commander. 


Obſerve the operations of nature in 
every other created ſpecies : — the brutes 
conſider cayes as their aſſylum, conſe- 


quently 
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quently repair to them upon every ſuſpi- 


cion of danger; the birds from conſcious 


ſecurity ſing ſweeteſt in the deſarts; and 
the fiſhes warily quit the friendly ſhelter- 
ing banks. 


The merchant and mechanic we behold 


with approbation and gratitude, as they 
contribute to our eaſe, convenience, and 
emolument. — The lawyer, with a mixture 
of appreheafion and confidence, as he can, 
both preſerve and deprive usof our property. 
— The phyſician has our beſeeching, yet 


impatient eye; we have faith in his pre- 


ſcriptions, but would find their good ef- 


ſects inſtantaneous. — The clergy (good 


ones I. mean). inſpire us with reverential 

awe, as we cannot but conſider them as a 
prelude to the laſt great ſcene or: mor- 
tality. 


But with the caldier it-is widely'd differ- ' 
ent; 3. the loves and graces all wanton in 
his train, health and viyacity Re! in his 

| 22 eye, 


o 
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eye, and the laurel wreath chat binds His 
bröyy, at once beſpeaks-both paſt and fu- 
ture protection. 
Well, but the play? How could you 
aſk ſo mal a propos a queſtion; and muſt 
then a real give place to a fictitious hero; 
.—be it ſo, — But, oh! you have ſcared 
from my imagination ſome of the brighteſt 
ideas, that ever yet preſented themſelves. 
Now I am reduced to your level, pray ob- 
ſerve the change = the play, why, ah! it 
was a good one; for mn was the 
author. 
, of all a bubbles mankind are | Expbſed 
to, none can exceed that bubble, educa- 
tion. A blockhead, if he has the misſor- 
tune to be born a lord, for example; 
¶ſcandalum magnatum, out of the queſtion ; 
for I believe no one will prove ſo hardy as 
to deny but lords may be blockheads now 
and then), how unmereifully is he doomed 
40 be Logged from one claſs to another, in 
order 
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order to render him a member of the lite- 
ni. — Alas ! how 3 * 


A houſe-maid (it is a 040 kind of f. 
mile, but ſome of Mr. Bayes's will keep 
it in countenance), when ſhe lights her 
fire, if, with more frugality than pru- 
dence, ſhe has haſtily extinguiſhed the 
aſſiſting tallow taper, and perceives but 
here and there a feeble ſpark ; puffs, puffs 
with a light cautious hand, conſcious how 
fatal even one Trough blaſt would prove : 
but when the finds the blaze has kindly 4 
communicated itſelf around, and that not 1 
only the leſſer but greater combuſtibles N 
yield to its genial power; ſhe ſings, or 
William's Ghoſt, or Chevy-Chace; and 

; — it ſoon into a flame. 


The foundation muſt be, in nature 
Fe will not burn; and what water 
could have quenched our Shakeſpeare's 
fre? — It is ours to cultivate with judg- 
ment; but that Being that ſpoke us what 
lis . a we 
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we are, alone can plant: — but I am ter- 
rified at my own wiſdom ; theſe ſenti- 
ments flow with ſo ill a grace from my 
pen, that I cannot bear to behold them: 
- yet, ere I reſume my proper ſelf, 1 
muſt give you one piece of information, 
that I am convinced will appear no leſs 
aſtoniſhing in your ſight than it did in 
mine. It is too true, my dear ſiſter, tender 
fenſibility is utterly exploded amongſt per- 
ſons of faſhion, — Plebeians alone are al- 
lowed to feel ; and I could perceive that 
my breeding was held in the higheſt con- 
tempt by the polite circle 1 was caſt in, 
merely for my betraying ſome ſymptoms 
of humanity at the ſtrong painted ſcenes of 
horror that were introduced to my view. 
Nay, ſo powerful was the genuine dictates 
of my uncorrected nature, that I was fre- 
quently loſt to my companions, myſelf, 
and all the world, until I had the mortifi- 
cation of being awakened from the pleaſing 
deluſion by burſts of laughter, frivolous 
er or undue admitation of the quick 

darting 


! 
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C 


darting eye, or agreeable voice of the per- 
former: — and not as I had flattered my- 
ſelf by uſeful obſervations, or judicious 
reflections upon the juſtice he was doing 
the author's meaning, or the operations of 


a no leſs well- regulated than well-diſlem- 
bled paſſion. 


It was well for me that my heart was 
not equally expoſed to view with my too 
refractory eyes; —I had been undone for a 
fine lady, maugre all my efforts : — for I 
know not why it was; but a pleaſing kind 
of melancholy prevailed over even vanity 
itſelf, and involuntarily led me to draw a 
parallel between human tranſaQions, and 
the fiction that then engaged my atten- 
tion. — O life ! what art thou {whiſpered 
a a mental ſomething I was till that time 
utterly unacquainted with) but one con- 
tinued ſucceſſion of falſe repreſentations: — 
we ſweat, and fret, and labour, to ſupport 
ſome character that ftrikes our fancy, or 
with or contrary to our natural bent — no 
: . matter 
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matter which, provided we can hobble on 
without the public ear being too palpably 
grated by our noiſy prompter. — But 


enough of ſuch ſentiments. — It is your 


converſation, and papa's inſtructive lec- 
tures, that thus diſqualify me for the life 
I love. — I will immediately unlearn all 
that you and that good gentleman have 
taught; and, with an airy head and cal- 
lous heart, take the lead at each belle aſ- 


ſembly. But it is a vain attempt, —I have 


wrote myſelf into the horrors, ſpleen, &c. 
&c. and cannot ſhake them off, — I will 


therefore wiſh you a ſoft repoſe, and no 


leſs pleaſant dreams than J hope to expe- 


rience. 
That ever a red- coat ſhould be capable 


of making ſuch havock and devaſtation in 
a woman's heart ! 


Vol. I. 250 2 IL. E T- 
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LETTER I. 


Colonel DinGLey to Mr. Bx OOKSBARk. 


I Have news for you, Ned, that will 
I greatly ſurprize you; and procure you 
a laugh, though at your friend's expence. 
I acknowledge the juſtice of your mirth ; 
I anticipate your raillery; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the aukward figure I am ſenfible 
a man makes when he betrays his own 
- infirmities, I will for once be beforehand 
with a buſy tattling world, and: inform 
you — of what it would be impoſible to 
conceal. ; 


I hope you will, however, believe that 
it was no common means that could ſub- 
due my boaſted indifference. —No, I have 
a thouſand times convinced you that 1 was 

117-99 305 "#4 2N4C-> 
proof 
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proof againſt the blaze of beauty, the glare 
of wit, and the moſt ſtriking graces of per- 
ſonal accompliſhments. —It was, indeed, a 
charm ſuperior to all theſe that inſenſibly 
ſpread its influence over my heart; nor had 
J the leaſt intimation of the buſineſs, until 
it was perfectly accompliſhed, 


Oh ! Why will that lovely ſex labour 
to render themſelves unamiable ? — Why 
the ſtudied ſtep, the artful ſmile, the ſu- 
perfluity of ornaments ? when they only 
undo the moſt finiſhed work of nature, 
and ſubſtitute a blemiſh for perfection. 


Some hours leiſure, and the appearance 
of Garrick in the character of Richard, 
induced me to engage a ſolitary place in 
the ſide-box, that I might indulge myſelf, 
free from all that impertinent interruption 
2 party is too liable to produce. 


As my ſervant had received due orders 
for his conduct, I drank my coffee with 
x C 2 great 
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great deliberation, and only reached the 
houſe a few minutes. before the perform- 
ance e began. 


on entering the 1 I was a little diſ- 
concerted to find that my indolence had 
occaſioned my ſervant's mixing with an 
elegant ſet of company, whoſe convenſa- 
tion would have been highly grateful to 
me; amongſt the number of which was 
Mrs. Hutchens, and a young lady, whoſe 
face I was well convinced had never be- 
fore made a public appearance. 


From a piece of good breeding, that did 
violence to my inclination, I would have 
declined taking the place my ſervant had- 
provided; it was in the front row; — and. 
there were ſeveral ladies to demand their 
preference: — but by a then pleaſing ob- 
ſtinacy, the dear creatures are too apt to 
affect on many unpleaſing occaſions, I 
found myſelf compelled to accept it; and 
in the ſame inſtant was ſenſible of the 

hap- 


Re 
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happineſs it procured me, by placing me 
next the lovely ſtranger. | 


Never did I, behold ſo intelligent a 
countenance; her eyes, her mouth, her 
every feature, conveyed but I will not 
attempt to deſcribe the innocence, the be- 
nevolence, that evidently appeared in her 
whole compoſition. — You muſt ſee her, 
and judge for yourſelf. — However, as 
there is danger in the encounter, I will 
not haſtily expoſe you to it, 


I was no leſs aſtoniſhed at the polite 
eaſe. with which my fair companion re- 
ceived my firſt compliment, than ſtruck 
by her perſon, and as we ſoon entered into 
general chat, I had an opportunity of re- 
marking, that her obſervations had the 
beauty of propriety and originality; her 
queſtions the force of judgment, and her 
language the utmoſt refinement. 
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What have courts or courtiers to boaſt, 
when a remote village (for ſuch was the 
place of this lady's nativity and education) 
can afford ſo compleat a character. 


My acquaintance with the aunt was 
undoubtedly a pas pour tout with the 
blooming niece, whoſe amiable unreſerve, 
artleſs vivacity, and modeſt confidence, 
charmed and entertained me beyoul what 
I am able to expreſs, 


With what delight did I obſerve the 
genuine operation of that variety of paſ- 
ſions the performance naturally excited 
in her breaſt, unwarped by prejudice, and 
uncontaminated by affectation. 


Now her lovely boſom was agitated 
with horror ; and now her tenderneſs was 
evinced by a falling tear —now diſguſt was 
alone predominant — and now aſtoniſh- 
| ment, for a en, held even ſeeling in 

9.) ſuſpence: 
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ſuſpence: the villainies, the artifices 
of Richard, ocraſioned many beautiful 
changes in her aſpect. — Lady Anne's 
weakneſs and credulity had her higheſt 
diſapprobation.— She even condemned the 
author for drawing fo unnatural a charac- 
ter; and humorouſly  infifted upon it, 
that no age could have furniſhed him 
„ with an original!“ — But when that 

pathetie ſcene was exhibited, where the 
wretched queen is torn from her belpleſs, 
her beloved children; the ſoft ſorrow of 
her heart became irreftrainable: inſhort, — 
ſhe in that inſtant compleated her con- 
«queſt; and your friend ** himſelf a 
willing captive. 


Vou will, perhaps, conclude that B 
-mean to improve my acquaintance with 
this paragon: — you are a fly fellow, and 
- feldom miſtaken in your conjectures. — 
Yes, I acknowledge I am all impatience 
to recommend myſelf to her favour ; for 
ſuch Jlovelineſs will be beſet, whereſoever it 


C 4 appears ; 
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appears; and too probably, Ned, the leaſt 
delay might throw me for ever at à dif- 
tance, whilſt ſome happier nn be- 
ing bore away the prize. | 


It % a queer 2 * an ane though 
to have one's head and heart thus turned 
topſy turvy. —I that was wont with Bene- 
dict to behold one lady fair—yet find my- 
ſelf well, &c, &c. that could find charms 
in retirement and ſelf-contemplation — to 
be ſo miſerably reduced to the whiners' 
claſs, as not to be capable of one idea, ab- 
ſtracted from the heloved object that has 
ſo lately poſſeſſed my tendereſt ſentiments. 


Farewell, honeſt Ned ! I unbeſpeak not 
your gay condolance; be what you pleaſe, 
, ſay what you pleaſe; our long accuſtomed 
friendſhip is your ſanction; and my una- 
bated efteem, a never-failing ſecurity a- 
gainſt every ſpecies of diſpleaſure. 


VET: 
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LETTER IV. 


Miſs. Nancy PrrTBOROUGH to Mis 
PiTTBOROUGH., 


T Wiſh, my dear ſiſter, that like the tra- 

velled pidgeon, you may not ſoon re- 
pent quitting your peaceful happy home : 
dangers, diſaſters, innumerable await you ; 
and many ſchool- boys, perhaps, already 
ſuſpend a fatal ſling to wound, at leaſt, 
your repoſe. 


With what unſpeakable rapture ſhall I 
receive you once more into our innocent 
retreat, if you ſhould be ſo fortunate as to 
eſcape the evils that threaten you. 


That ever vivacity ſhould render any 
one unamiable: — but yours, like the 
beauty of a roſe, is not without the hidden 
thorn. 


' Your 
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Vour firſt letter is a too juſt emblem of 
your heart, warm, inconſtant, vain. How 
do you neglect the purpoſe of your being, 
and abuſe one of the beſt of underſtand- 
ings! and with endowments that would 
enable you to:ſhine, on every benevolent, 
every rational occaſion, aim at no higher 
excellence, than the taudry trim that 
faſhion can beſtow. 


* ou, my 4 are an inconteſtible in- 
ſtance that vanity is far from being the 
product of any particular ſoil: had you 
been bred in the gay metropolis from your 
earlieſt infancy, you cauld not have been 
a more finiſhed coquet; nor would your 
ſimple misjudging heart have felt a ſtrong- 
er flutter at a beau. 


And ſhall it be ſaid that my fiſter, 

hoſe education has been moſt unexcep- 
tionably delicate and prudent — who has 
not only received the cleareſt definition of 
- propriety and 8 „ but has been care- 
fully 
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fully inſtructed in every religious duty : — 
ſhall it be ſaid, that ſhe, taken by the eye 
and the ear, fancy, idle degenerate fancy, 
her ſupreme judge and monitor — ſuffered 
her inclinations to be enſlaved by the 
empty charms of the martial ge and 
martial n f 


I ſhall never forgive myſelf for promot- 
ing this journey, if an improper connexion 
ſhould be the conſequence: but it has 
ever been my weakneſs to give you, at all 
times, and upon all occaſions, the pre- 
ference. I, in many degrees your ſupe- 
rior, in the article of pravity at leaſt, 
ſhould have been in no danger from ſuch 
an excurſion ; as I ſhould have played a 
timorous, cautious, and conſequently ſure 
card: for I am convinced there are more 
young women undone by ſelf-confidence 
and credulity, than by any real propenſity 
to error, | 


Excuſe 
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Exeuſe me, but this is not the only 
circumſtance I lament : — and can you, 
who have ever piqued yourſelf upon your 
ſpirit and reſolution, tamely ſubmit to be 
ſaſhion- led; even beyond what is con- 
ſiſtent either with decency, or your own 
private taſte ? Is it not a ſevere reflection 
upon your boaſted firmneſs, to want cou- 
rage to go hand in hand with propriety ? 
at the ſame time that your attempt to ex- 
culpate yourſelf, by charging the whole 
blame upon the faſhion-mongers (as you 
gayly ſtile the original inventors), juſtly 
Expoſes you to the imputation of mean- 
neſs. They indeed ſpread the ſnare; but 
they cannot force or ſurpriſe you into it; 
as they have no power over your judge- 
ment, or inclination. They cannot render 
folly other than folly; and though the ge- 
neral practice may familiarize it, in ſome 
degrec, and leſſen what is prepoſterous, 
its unſuitableneſs and wee tendency 
will ever remain. 
Your 
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' Your perſon, whatever eſtimation” you 
may ſet upon it, will, I fear, prove your 
greateſt misfortune : — it is impoſſible to 
behold, it with indifference : — the bloom 
of health and peace that glows upon your 
cheek — the agreeable vivacity that ſparkles 
in your eye — with the arch ſmile, occa- 
ſioned by a rather becoming dimple, that 
plays about your not ill-ſhaped mouth, 
muſt procure your vanity a perpetual feaſt. 
But, my dear ſiſter, fit looſe I beſeech you 
to every flattering inſinuation. It is in- 
nocence and good humour that enlightens 
your countenance; deprive yourſelf of 
them, and even your plain- faced ſiſter may 
pretend to vie with you. However weak 
the confeſſion, I myſelf have frequently 
been delighted to trace the paiety of your 
heart in every ſpeaking feature; and when 
I thought it my duty to chide you for 
ſome little impropriety in your ſentiments, 
or expreſſions, thoſe lines of Mr. Pope 
have officiouſly ſuggeſted themſelves ; 


I, 


—— - 
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If to her ſhare ſome female errors fall, 
Look on her face, and you'll forget them all. 


notwithſtanding they have been ſo vilely 
proſtituted, at a vicious ſhrine, But, my 
dear, though, in the over-flowings of my 


affection, I could thus excuſe follies that 


I] conſidered as having no other ſource 
than youth, and a chearful unreſtrained 
imagination, I ſhould not have the leaſt 
charity for practical error; — but I have 
hope that, like the coward, your big 
words proceeded merely from conſcious 
ſecurity. 


Under the paternal roof, and at a happy 


diſtance from the men, how have you 


bluſtered : — you was for leading all in 
chains; and, like Congreve's Melamont, 
making lovers when you pleaſed, letting 
them live as long as you pleaſed ; and 
when you was ſo weary of them as to 
ſuffer them to die, in order to pleaſe your- 
ſelf, making more. But remember, man 
is not a creature to be played with, meek 

and 
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and harmleſs though he may appear: can 
the lamb: eſeape the lion's paw unhurt? — 
their natures are callous, impatient of 
controul, enterpriſing, revengeful: — they 
have defign in every action, their expreſ- 
ſions are the reſult of premeditation ; and 
all connexion with thera is as dangerous 
as the eye of the baſfiliſk. 


Admiration is a tribute we involuntarily 
pay to beauty: — gratitude is a noble ſen- 
timent ; but as it is ever attended with a 
ſenſe of obligation, is ſometimes painful : — 
but eſteem is a lively, yet deliberate, ap- 
probation 3 has its foundation in good 
opinion, is increaſed by obſervation, and 
confirmed by every newly diſcovered per- 
fection; it is the only ſenſation we mortals 
are capable of feeling juſtly, as it is free 
from all the prejudice and violence of 
paſſion, the heat of ambition, the narrow 
hopes and fears , of ſelf-Jove, and the 
ſordid anxiety of . ſelf-intereſt, Be it 
your buſineſs, your glory, to cultivate 

friend - 
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friendſhip upon this baſis only, as it is 
the only one that can promiſe perma- 
nence ; for the attachment of a day, give 
it what name you pleaſe, is neither more 
nor leſs than idle caprice. 


You are now juſt entering into liſe; 
and have it as yet in your power to eſta- 
bliſh that kind of reputation that appears 
moſt eligible in your ſight; but it is a 
work that muſt be ever effecting, from the 
impoſſibility. of its ever being wholly ac- 
compliſhed ; one neglect, one drowſy in- 
terval, may unravel the labour of years; 
and though, like Syſiphus, you may by in- 
defatigable induſtry get the ſtone once to 
the top, yet will it roll back with the ut- 
moſt impetuoſity, unleſs you are perpetu- 
ally upon your guard. 


I tremble for your future. fate; your 
open, unreſerved, volatile diſpoſition, will 
expoſe you to a thouſand inconveniences 
from both ſexes ; thoſe who are practiſed 

in 
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in deceit, will be apt to conſider even the 


amiable dictates of your heart as proceed - 


ing from the ſame unworthy ſource; and 
the quickneſs of your ſenſibility by ex- 
citing warm attachments and warm re- 
ſentments, will be ever producing you 
unavailing repentance and mortification. 


Can you, for the ſake of our paſt 
friendſhip, have patience to read this long 
lecture, that has no other end in view 
than your happineſs and advantage? And, 
with all humility, would caution you at 
this critical juncture (as your good ge- 
nius) to beware. 


Vox. I. 
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| LETTER V. 


Miſs krrrpanovon to Miſs Nancy 
 P1TTBOROUGH. 


LESS A what a frightful picture 
LI haye you drawn of the dear world, 
and dearer worldlings. How prettily we 
can prattle about we know not what, 
mere bugbears of the imagination: that 
envy, hatred, and malice, thoſe cbarac- 
teriſtics of ancient virginity, ſhould ever 
find a place in your heart. The men 
callous, impatient, enterprizing,. revenge- 
ful:” — I muſt laugh in your honeſt face. 
. Why, I tell you, they are the ſofteſt, 
ſimpering, friſking dears, that ever nature 
produced: ſo tame, that you meet them 
carried about in their leathern conveni- 


/ ences, with powdered heads, ſolitaired 
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boſoms, and hands of a fimilar complexion 
with the driven ſnow, gently croſſed, ſup- 
porting their hats, in the moſt dove-like 
poſition. What a ſweet effeminate ſitua- 
tion, cooped up according to their old 
grandmother's maxims for longevity to 
preſerve their heads and feet from the in- 
clemency of the weather, A 


The colonel calls it ridiculous, a diſ- 
grace to the maſculine character; — but I 
ſay no: it is for the emolument of the 
women, as it prevents all that tetror and 
apprehenſion we country girls eſpecially, 
were wont to fee] at the fight of a male 
mortal: but ſurely, I add upon theſe oc- 
caſions, times muſt be greatly changed, or 
my mama would never have cautioned me 
to be ſo much upon my guard, with re- 
ſped to ſuch a ſpecies, 


The colonel lives with us, I think; ap- 
pears perfectly at my devotion ; and, ſhall 
I confels it, in ſpite of all your wiſe, ſober 

D 2 ad- 
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admonitions, I am half tempted to cut a 
-Aouriſh or too, only to put his n 
to the teſt. | 


Do not look ſo grave upon the occa- 
ſion ; I will neither play the fool, nor the 
mad=woman : — but who can reſiſt the na- 
tural curioſity of finding out a man's heart? 
in common caſes, I grant you, impoſſibi- 
lities are no eligible attempt; but here 
you muſt excuſe me, indeed you muſt, — 


But how can you? Why there again, 
How often muſt I repeat, that it is not in 
the nature of things to be able to judge of 
inclinations we have never felt: ſo no 
more of that, my good ſage ſiſter, 


The colonel is the youngeſt of general 
Dingley's ſons; he is poſſeſſed of a fine 
fortune beſtowed upon him when a boy, by 
a diſtant relation, whoſe nameſake he hap- 
pened to be, — His age is a very pretty ſuit- 
able age for a damſel of eighteen, as I appre- 

hend 
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hend him to be upon the verge of five or 
ſix and twenty. Shall I give you his 
picture, without the leaſt extenuation, or 
ſetting down ought in malice. — I have not 
conſidered him ſufficiently ; but take him 


piece-meal, and judge for yourſelf, 


_ He is a good ſize, neither too tall, too 
| ſhort, too fat, or too lean ; — his com- 
plexion florid — his eyes penetrating — his 
mouth pleaſing, and his teeth but one de- 
gree inferior to your own : add to which, 
an inſinuating manner, a manly addreſs, 
a well cadenced voice, and a happy flow 
of expreſſion; and you have the whole 
mortal at once compleat. 


You will, perhaps, conclude from the 
particulars I have now preſented you with, 
that I have not been over-ſparing in my 
obſervations : — but take my advice, 
Nancy, never give your opinion of ef- 
fects without being acquainted with the 
cauſe, 


D 3 Be 


38 The HISTORY of: 


Be it known to you then, that as he is 
exactly one of your beauties, neither a 
Drawcanfir, nor a petite maitre, from a 
ſympathy of ſentiment (though not very 
common with us, as you in general poſſeſs 
the queereſt fet of thoughts imaginable); I 
have been induced to beſtow no inconſi- 
derable ſhare of attention upon this gen- 
tleman; — that is, I baye regarded him 
as an object perfectly calculated to pleaſe 
the taſte of one I have the higheſt affec- 
tion for ; and in ſhort — but, perhaps, I 
am not quite ſo clear upon the ſubject as 
you could wiſh ; and rather puzzle than 
explain my meaning : we will, therefore, 
take the man up where we ſet him 
down, | 


ww 


You by this time-conceive yourſelf to 
be a pretty good judge of his compoſition : 
—read the paragraph relative to him once 
again — you have—and find no defects, no 
exceptions. — Why, child ! I have not yet 
mentioned his mind; and there, and there 
only, 
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. Yective. 


Nut his faults are of ſuch a nature, that 
T know not how to communicate them. — 
He has, he has, upon my honour it is ſo 
ſimple, that if I was not apprehenſive of 
deceiving you into too good an opinion of 
him, I would never mention it : — but he 
has ſuch far-fetched notions of delicacy, 
decorum, and ſuch-like ſtuff, that, accord- 
ing to his account of it, a ſiſter or wife of 
his would have but an ill time of it, if in 
all their words and actions they were not 
as arrant prudes as à certain relation of 
mine down in Glouceſterſhire. 


I have heard him ſay, in mixed com- 
panies, aſſuming, at the ſame time a moſt 
conſequential air, that a woman ought 
not to be ſurprized, if ſhe ſuffers her con- 
duct to be light, at being held in light 
eſtimation; we can only judge from ap- 
pearances; and when indiſcretion and le- 

| D 4 vity 
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vity glare in the conduct, it is uncom- 
monly charitable to conclude, that the 
heart has no ſhare in them: that no- 
thing fixes or deſtroys the reputation of 
our ſex ſo much as à judicious, or inju- 
dicious choice of our companions ; what is 
a voluntary act, beſpeaks our natural 
ſentiments; and if we can ſuffer ourſelves 
to be amuſed with idle, giddy, and too 
frequently licentious chat, we ſhall find 
it difficult to perſuade our graver friends, 
that our taſtes and judgments are in reality 
much more refined; but that we cannot 
help. playing the fool now and then. 


He further ſays (I almoſt | — the formal 
odd creature) that women ought to be 
perpetually upon their guard, not only 
with reſpect to their conduct, but their 
very looks; we are often moſt obſerved 
when we are leaſt ſenſible of it; he has 
known ladies fink into contempt with theic 
greateſt admirers, by only an approving 


ws. of the eye, at either an. improper 
ſong, 
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ſong, a well drawn, though unworthy, 
character in a play, or the accidental ap- 
proach of a notorious, though handſome, 
take ; — there is no reconciling contra- 
dictions; — it is dangerous to refine too 
much: and if we cannot find aught to 
approve, we have nothing for it, but ab- 
ſolutely to diſapprove; we loſe ourſelves 
when we ſuffer real good, and what ap- 
pears barely ſuſpicious, to balance one 
moment : = but I am ſick of ſuch odious 
antiquated notions. — How came I to 
have the patience to give you ſuch a cata- 
logue ? | 


I do ſuppoſe all theſe wiſe ſentiments 
are dropped for my benefit, in order to de- 
coy me into a little naſty, narrow track, 
called prudence, where are innumerable 
brambles and thiſtles from its being fo 
generally unfrequented. — No, if I live I 
will trip another way ; and if he bears me 
all that good-will I have reaſon to ſuſpect, 
his wiſdom {ſhall hobble, amble, or 

make 


a 1b Kc or 


make a trip of it, if he is able; but poſi- 
tively he ſhall come after me 1 would 
beckon — he would run; and ſo, my dear, 
it would be ten to one, but if, as your ex- 

erienced ones ſay, there is a precipice at 
theTxtfemity of this flowery path, but his 
honour might tip over in catching at 
your friend — whilſt ſhe, by an agile and 
unexpected turn, avoided both what and 
the declivity. © | 


And would you be ſo ungenerous as ts 
let him daſh bimſelf to pieces? — How . 
could I help it, you know — if he was ſo 
weak as to ſuffer love to put out the eyes 
of circumſpection, what ſhould I have to 
anſwer for? —If I lead, is it of neceſſity 
de ſhould follow? There is a proverb, 
indeed, for thoſe who are driven ; but no- 
thing upon earth can excuſe a voluntary 


* 


But charity, humanity = ſtupid! Who 
4 25 any thing of them in this police 
| age ? 
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age? — His perſon, indeed, might excite 
one's compaſſion, becauſe it happens to be 
a very decent hero-like perſon; — and one 
might be unwilling to loſe it, for fear ane 
ſhould not be able to meet with ſuch an- 
other: — thus you ſee ſelf-love is a moſt 
excellent principle: — and I think, upon 
reflection, inſtead of the method I pro- 
poſed, I will have a cord to draw him on 
occaſionally; ſhould he make the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance, it is but throwing it from one; 
but otherwiſe, if he capered on like the 
fore · horſe of a team, tofling his head, and 
diſregarding his ſteps, it would be kind to 
convince him of his folly, by letting him 
down ſome little way, at leaſt, and then 
ſaluting with — I hope, fir, you will L find. 
this a uſcful leſſon. 


But I am 1 infatuated to- be thus 
furniſhing an enemy with weapons againſt 
myſelf; I will, therefore, intreat you to 
believe, that even the giddieſt heart is ca- 
pable of one ſteady ſentiment z- or that 

mine 


: and fancies. 
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mine is an exception to the general rule; 
for ſincerely 1 love you with undiminiſhed 
affection, rn all my fights 


| 
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LETTER VI. 
| From the ſame, to the ſame, 


H! here we have him again: the 

colonel is at breakfaft with us, my 
dear; he eats but little; looks up, down, 
around, with an uncommon vacuity of 
aſpect. — Hands me my tea — pſha, how 
the cup and ſaucer chatters ] I fancy, not- 
withſtanding all his pretenſions to fo- 
briety, he was laſt night engaged in ſome 
irregularity. | 


You'll pardon me, fir, the poſt! — How 
filly, how ſoft, how pleaſing his counte- 
ance ! on my word I ſuſpect he is hatch- 
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ing ſome important matter —a love decla- 
ration perhaps— but I am prepared; —nor. 
ſhall he eyer diſcover my real ſentiments 
of him; Rack, torture, twiſt, turn, I ſhall 
be proof againſt all his wiles : —for.to give 
up one's ſentiments, is to give up one's 
power; and, as you quoted Mrs. Melamont 
upon me on a former occaſion, I will tell 
you that I think, in her words, that when 
one has parted with one's power - one in- 
ſtantly becomes old and ugly. 


But after all, my dear, is not hope and 
fear, judiciouſſy varied, the richeſt food 
for a lover? a little cold water now and 
then to dilute the one — the cordial of a 
few kind words to mitigate the other, 
would have both a happy and uſeful ef- 
fect, * 


What an agreeable employment — to 
fuit the ſubſiſtence to the appetite - to ob- 
ſerve the beginnings, unfoldings, and ma- 
turings of each ſeparate paſſion — to ſee _ 
them 
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ome now expand, and now recoil, accord- 
vo to eee 050 received. 


But . is this? — I am th with 
this formidable, this bewitching looking 
fellow; and he does ſo intreat and intreat 
me to liſten to a few ſoft things - that for 
his ſake, for curiofity's ſake, for vanity's 
ſake, and, if I was weak enough to add, 
for love's ſake, I fear I ſhould not do my- 

ſelf injuſtice; I am above half inclined te 
oblige him, 


» 
: * * 
- 


Eleven o'clock p. m. 
Well, all is over; and we are the loves 
and the doves, and all that: — what, he 
. knelt, he ſwore, he adored ! upon my ho— 
nour you are miſtaken. 


He only told you, in plain terms, he 
loved! Well, ſimplicity is ever & work of 
ſincerity. 


Really, 
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Really, Nancy, you make one look 
very fooliſh : — what then would the man 
be at? I'll tell you - he ſaid that of all the 
women he had ever met with, I was the 
moſt agreeable to him. % 

So cold! aye, fo chilling cold: that my 
perſon, fine though he acknowledged it, 
had but in a ſmall degree contributed to- 
engage his attachment. Don't you admire 
his ſagacity in attaching himſelf- to what 
he will never be able to comprehend or 
obtain the leaſt acquaintance with : but 
the beauty of all is, that this inſide of 
mine, notwithſtanding the charms he is- 
pleaſed to impute to it, has its imperfec- 
tions: — my vivacity (that is the rank. 
weed that muſt be eradicated) — what an 
amazing circumſtance | — both delights 
and torments him : pray obſerve, it is a 
dangerous weapon in inexperienced hands. 


I thank him for that; not quite ſo- 
inexperienced as he may imagine ; of 
3-7 which: 
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which I poſſibly hereafter may f favour mom 
with a 1 | 


That many would put a conte on 
upon it (a weighty argument, indeed, and 
urged with judgment) that my innocence ' 
(the ſugar- plumb) could have no concep- 
tion of; and that if I would pardon bim, 
(the wretch) he would preſume to tell me, 
it had already been more than once moſt 
vilely miſconſtrued. : 


| Wicked m action! 
was the daring monſter of his own hope- 
ſul ſpecies, he ſurely made him eat his 
words; but J ſhall forbear all W to 
avoid obligation. 


That he feared he was paying but ill- 
court (a gleam of common ſenſe) to a2 
young lady's heart, by ſpeaking bold 
truths (ſufficiently bold, Mr. Colonel, I 
muſt confeſs) : but that his opinion of my 
underſtanding was ſuch mn ung; 

that 
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chat he was convinced he had no diſplea- 
ſure to 93 


Ariſul incimatzon! calculated to de- 
rere, ow eaten: of ery grace. 


That i it would be kis WY his higheſt 
ſatisfaction, to be permitted to have an 
intereſt in my reputation (a pretty fool 
indeed he would make of me); and to be 
indulged with communicating his experi- 
ence in life, with all due deference (an- 
other ſweetener) to my judgment, for 
my benefit (a prodigious gainer I ſhould 
find myſelf without doubt) — that a falſe 
ſtep was much ſooner taken than retrieved 
(a ſecond Solomon); and that, in pro- 
portion as I excelled my ſex in perfections 
(abſolute daub), I ſhould find the diffi- 
culty in ane * charitable confi- 
W 1 


ee 1 ae both him and their for 
their narrow mindedneſs. 


Vox. I. E That 
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That his fortune and connexions my 
friends were no ſtrangers to. 


A happy circumſtance truly though, 
by the way, I muſt acknowledge a coach- 
and-fix is no contemptible acquiſition, 


a Ane . if I would, condeſcend to ap- 
prove the latter, the former ſhould be left 
een to they a 


, 


A T to the wiſdom of ſome 
folks, goes a great way: — but mercy on 
us, how I was terrified at even this diſtant 
attempt to enſnare my liberty ! and I 
ſeemed tumbling into the tremendous ſtate 
of. PRONE all at once. 


: That my frienlihio (good lack |) was 
all he at preſent meant to ſolicit (ad- 
mirable humility I) except (the rogue to 
pop in his ſaving clauſe ſo unexpectedly 
upon one) 1 would youchſafe to honour 


him with the ſplendid diſtinction in 
public, 
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pliblic; of being my moſt favoured at- 
tendant. Alias, a ſpy upon my every 
u 


That! Mou never find him preſuming 
upon indulgence (oh, the ſycophant l) he 
did not want to faſten himſelf upon me, but 
to follow me like my ſhadow. A moſt 
handfome reflection of a fine lady: — and 
ſo, I think, ended this muſty declaration — 
perhaps I may not have given it exactly 
in his own words — ſome little variation or 
ſo, as a foil for my comments; but, upon 
the whole, it is a ſtrong likeneſs, 


Are not you ſurfeited to death? — well 
then might I: — I had nothing for it, but 
to yawn'at proper intervals to lift up my 
eyes in profound admiration — to pout — 
but here and there a not ill-ſounding ex- 
prefſion z and the proſpect of the coach - 
and-ſix, already mentioned, inſenſibly 
diſpelled all diſpleaſure from my brow. — _ 
1 Indeed, have ſome reaſon to fear I made 
* . but 


The miſtaken colonel, looking upon 
my ſilence, and ſilly confuſion (according 
to the old hearty Engliſh cuſtom), as 4 
mark of conſent, had the temerity to ſeize 
my hand, kiſſed it with ſuitable ardour, 
and talking himſelf perfectiy out of breath, 
of joy, happineſs, tranſport: I began to 
think I had a fair opportunity of re · 
venging myſelf for all I bad ſuffered ; — 
therefore, affecting the utmoſt anxiety and 
apprehenſion, - pray, fir, cried I, take care 
how you come down,. yuy are really very 
ugly ſteep eps, © © 


* Madam! b the wildeſt 
ſtare : — I was half frightened ; but bad 
ſufficient courage to. reply, in the ſame 
aſſumed accent, — I mean, fir, that it was 
2 very difficult deſcent from the eminence 
to which but a few moments ago you was 
* but 1 a ee 1 
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O nature ! what neceſſity for caſements 
in the heart, when our features are ſo ex- 
— 1 its -aus ? 


N ri6etification! it is well, 
madam, — you have made me very ridicu- 


lous. 


Bleſs me, fir, ſaid I, ſtaring in turn, 
what offence? — can you be ſo ungrateful 
as to be diſpleaſed at my care for you? 


How the paſſionate creature ſwelled. — 
But recolleAting that he was an extrava- 
gant: favourite of my aunt's, and her vi- 
ſitor, I began to apprehend I had carried 
matters too far: — and, would you believe 
it, was ſo humble as to ſeek a feconeilia- 
tion. - I hope, fir, you have ſo much of 
the Chriſtian diſpoſition, as to be capable 
of -forgiving and forgetting on due ſolieit- 
ation. — It was enough — my extended 
hand did the buſineſs — which he half de- 
„Blige vouring, 
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vouring, mumbled ſomewhat. I neither 
underſtood, nor wiſhed to underſtand ; and 
immediately his whole features took the 
moſt ſmirking turn imaginable — when 
in pops the old lady - and the whole * 
tery was at once unravelled. ö 


Should you have ſuſpected that our aunt 
was a plotter? — No matter for your ſuſ- 
picions, I tell you ſhe is an arrant one — 
it was all her ſcheme — the preachment, 
probably, only a repetition of her very 
expreſſions. — She certainly gave him his 
cue — as well as contrived the tete a tete, 
or my ſwain, I am convinced, would have 
purſued a leſs antiquated plan, . 


. Encouraged by the apparent good foot- 
ing we were upon, ſhe was for officiouſly 
beſtowing my hand in form, as an earneſt 
at once of her approbation, and in order 
to hook me into a poſitive engagement. 


7 mm She 
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She advanced - the colonel looked con- 
ſident - told no tales. Don't you tremble 
for your ſiſter's fate. 


'Oh, the ſacrifice! hide me, hide me, 
I am unequal to the fight. — You fooliſh 
girl you, did you imagine I ſhould not 
protect myſelf from ſuch horrid violence? 


But how? nay, if you are ſo very im- 
patient, you muſt go uninformed ; my 
pen can never keep pace with vu rapid 
imagination. 


You ſtruggled, fainted, ran away;— not 
one of the three I do aſſure you. I would 
have aſſumed a ſtern brow, but that would 
not have ſuited the old lady; — a ſmile, 
you know, would have been too encou- 
raging for the gentleman : — fo, ſteering 
ſkilfully between Scylla and Charibdas — 
with “ ſoftly, ſoftly, my good madam, I 
gate repetitions let me be given away 
but once, I beſeech you, —I believe the 

E 4 „ colonel 
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N 


1 colonel is too well-bred to play the 


6c encroacher, and too well ſatisfied win 
« the favourable acknouledgments IJ have. 


already made, to e e- came off 


with flying colours. 


Our aunt gave me an approving twiokls 


of her eye (for glance you could not call 
it): my admirer, indeed, raiſed his with 
melancholy deliberation — ſighed —as if he 
had ſaid—there is no remedy ! —cruel and 
provoking though thou art — I muſt ſtill 
love on ; but as this half-rebellious beha- 
viour was unperceived by the good lady — 
the affair ended with the utmoſt appearance 
of general ſatisfaction. ; 


But I muſt obſerve, chat my aunt's 


over-ſight was rather owing to accident 


than any defect in her penetration; — 
for that vile cough ſhe has for ſo long 
been ſubject to, happened to ſeize ber at 


the very juncture I could haue wiſhed . — 


and continuing until the colonel was in 
| the 


r 


1 
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the utmoſt harmony of ſpirits, from 
merely the filly incident of hitting his 
head againſt mine, by his officiouſneſs 
in feiching the pally-pot we are wont 
to have recourſe to upon ſuch occaſions, 
it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould fuſpet he 


had felt the ſmalleſt diſcontent. * Now 1 


recolle& myſelf, on my word I believe he 
almoſt kiſſed me — head did I ſay — how 
could I make fo egregious a miſtake — it 
was his face that came bounce againſt 
mine; and an admirable hard one it is! 


But not a ſyllable of all this to papa: 
he is too conſiderate, and too wiſe, even 
to deſire to ſee the nonſenſe that paſſes 
between a couple of filly girls: — that's a 
good papa; whilſt you forbear to ſeek, 
your dutiful daughter will never hide. 


Aſter all, is it not wrong-judged in 
your elderly folks, to reduce their poor 
children to ſtratagem, in innocent caſes — 

as 


/ 
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as it only teaches them tricks they would 
never. otherwiſe. have thought of; and 

early qualifies them for that very worſt 
of employments — intrigue. — How in- 
excuſeable ſhould we be, were we capa- 
ble of abuſing ſuch indulgence as we ex- 
perience. ö 


LET- 
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LETTER. VII. 


Colonel DinGLEY to Mr. BRooksBANK, | 


OUR friendly impatience to be in- 
formed of my ſucceſs in my amour 
ſhall be gratified. O Ned! I bluſh to | 
acknowledge it, but this ſeeming inno- 
cent, this child of nature, proves a very 
tartar, 
| I cannot give you an indea of the ſcurvy 
treatment I am obliged to ſubmit to—but 
I muſt make a virtue of neceſlity ; for I 
find it would coſt me dearer to relinquiſh 
her, than to ſuffer myſelf, loaded as I am 
with chains, to grace her triumph. 


Whereſoever ſhe appears, ſhe com- 
mands admiration : her perſon is irreſiſti- 


ble; 
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ble ; whilſt modeſty, candour, humanity, 
and ſweetneſs, evidently. ſhine forth. in 
every action: but, conſcious, of her own 
power, and naturally inclined to play the 
giddy humouriſt, though ſhe, communi- 
cates delight to every other . perſon, that 
addreſſes her, ſhe cruelly contrives to tor- 
ture, me. We have now been acquainted 
a whole month, not a day of which (nor 
without unſpeakable reluctance an hour) 
but I have ſpent part of it with her. In 
general converſation, none can excel her, 
but a fete a tete ſhews her to the beſt ad- 


How have I been charmed with the ſen- 
timents that have flowed from her lips in 
her ſerious reflecting moments. 


+ Onee, in particular, ſhe was ſo perfectly ; 
the woman I could wiſh, her, that I was - / 
drawn in to make a ſober, unornamented _ + 
*- gecclaration. of my tender attachment to 
her 50 depending upon the goodneſs o ; 
herr 


tc 
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her underſtanding ; and, as it proved, with 
equal wiſdom upon my own rhetoric, at- 
tompted to convince her, that the indul- 
gence of the only foible I can diſcover in 
ber whole compoſition, would be pro- 
nn of very plealiog conſequences, 


She ſcemed attentive the flattery was 
was too intoxicating for human nature to 
ſupport. I preſumed to take her hand, 
preſſed it with a ſimilar degree of rapture, that 


glowed in my heart — and, I believe, was 


half frantic in my profeſſions of love and 
gratitude - hen ſuddenly ſhe let me down 
with ſuch precipitation that I verily con- 
cluded I ſhould never have recovered my- 
felf, I would not again feel what I did 


upon that occaſion, from a conſciouſneſs 


of the point of ridicule I muſt appear in, 
and the r of all my pleaſing 
hopes, for 4 e. 


1 


I do ſuppoſe my „üble mortification 
and chagrin, gave no ſmall pleaſure toher 


e vanity, 
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vanity; and whether her good- nature, ot 
fly vivacity, was predominant, I will not 
take upon me to determine; but in the 
midſt of a thouſand heroic reſolutions of 
renouncing ſuch vile bondage, never behold- 
ing her more, &c. &c. ſhe moſt invitingly 
extended that very hand I had fo fondly 
doated on, and with an affeRation of ſor- 
row for having offended, that communi- 
cated the utmoſt joy to my heart, begged 
me to forgive and forget the folly the had 
practiced. 


What part, Ned, would you have 
acted under ſuch trying circumſtances ? 
widely different to mine, I dare believe. — 
My very foul was harmonized — it was no 
time for diſſimulation; no time for diſere- 
tion: I threw myſelf, therefore, entirely 
into her power, crying out, this is too, 
« too great condeſcenſion; I am over-paid 
* for all the mortification you have given 
« me; — but do not uſe me the worſe for 
« *\bnding me fo devoted to you, that I 

« am 
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c am incapable of haying any will but 
« * yours.” k 


Good Mes: PO dropped in at 
this inſtant; I had not only obtained her 
permiſſion to pay my addrefles to her 
charming niece, but ſhe was pleaſed to 
Honour me with her higheſt approbation. 
She perceived the happineſs that warmed 
my heart, in my every feature; and ima- 
gining ſhe ſhould ſerve us both, by for- 
warding our attachment, would have be- 
ſtowed Miſs Pittborough upon me in form, 
with a view, as I apprehend, no leſs to 
demonſtrate her good liking of your friend, 
than prevent that volatile lady from Iook - 
ing any farther for an admirer: but not- 
withſtanding I flattered myſelf I had ſome 
little reaſon to expect ſuch a mark of her 
eſteem would not have been reluctantly 
granted, ſhe had the dexterity to evade 
the propoſition, to her aunt's entire ſatis- 
faction; and on my lifting up my eyes, 
by an 0 impulſe of diſcontent, 

gave 
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gave me à look that anne. 


me to order. 


"= Whg Ned, is onr boat fugotidei- 
ty? — where our firmneſs? when we can 

ſuffer ourfelves to be ſo wantonly played 
upon: - are we only valiant, like the worſt 
of cowards, where we are ſenſible our 
power is deſpotic ? and ſhall the woman, 
whoſe confidence in our honoyr has in- 
duced to place her whole happineſs in our 
hands, alone experience the complicated 
ungenerous weight of our perverſe ineli- 
nations? I am reſolved not to act ſo un- 
worthy a part — my tenderneſs, my com- 
plaiſance (if ever I do become a huſband) 
ſhall remain in full vigour, in ſpite of the 
matrimonial privilege, and whatever abate- 
ment my loye might receive from time and 
long acquaintance — ſhould add propor- 
** Oe to n * . 


And Mold I even find K deceived 
in the object of my choice, and that more 
than 


— 
n * 1 
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than half her perfections were the reſult 
of that natural artiſice, an endeavour to 
recommend herſelf to the heart of a man 
| the approved, or, as too frequently is the 
caſe, merely the creation of my heated 
brain, my complaiſance ſhould reſtrain me 
from betraying the ungrateful diſcovery, 
my tenderneſs caſt the veil of friendly to- 
Jeration over the common infirmities of 
humanity : — thus converting the loyer 
into the kind companion, and conſiderate 
friend, had I not an illiberal or illiterate 
mind to deal with, I ſhould reap ſuch 
happy conſequences from my conduct, as 
would leave neither of us reaſon ta repent 
our union, | 


But if heaven has reſerved ſo great a 
bleſſing for me as this lady's hand, I ſhall 


have no opportunity of convincing you of 
the ſincerity of my prudent reſolves, as all 
our life would be a ſcene of love. 


Vor. I. F LE T- 
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7. rom the ſame, to the ſame. Te 


RESH cauſe for uneaſineſs from every 
quarter] Miſs Kitty Hutchens is at 
9 returned from her Hampſhire ex- 
curſion; and my miſtreſs is again playing 
off her man, fancies. [3 
al Nan koi Mic bb was never a 
favourite with me; her perſon, her mind, 
are equal impediments : and I now fear I 
ſhall, bave leſs reaſon than ever to 10 fond 
of her company. it iet 
IWR) 907 n VImuLoH SH aotfzoR 
There cannot be greater contraſts than 
theſe relations ʒ the one is a coquet by na- 
ture, the othet, from playfulneſs and inno- 
eee, 919 nw .412\l:61 lo 2955 
idea + 2 Kitty's 
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. Eitty's foul is narrow, - ſuſpicious, re- 
vengeful, = Miſs Pittborough's open, un- 
offending, generous; ſhe has no little 
paſſions to gratify, from having no ſupe- 
rior: — le” world and all ith inhabitants 
contribute to promote her felicity ; there- 
fore ill- nature or diſappointment have 
never ſet upon a ſingle feature. 
With reſpect to her own ſex, he is 
compaſſionate, benevolent, and fincere: — 
is any one deformed in perſon, ſhe is ſure 
of her favour and countenance ; —de- 
jected in mind, or diſeaſed in body, her 
ſympathy is ever theirs; — is their cha- 
"rafter attacked, ſhe is their "infallible 
advocate; — are they diſtreſſed in their 
circumſtances, her purſe and heart is open 
for their relief: — yet, too giddy for re- 
flection, ſhe frequently incurs the cenſure 
"of the'malevolent; = too honeſt for de- 
ceit, ſhe becomes an taſy dupe to the de- 
ceiver; and naturally fond of every ſpe- 
dies of raillery, where the object is juſt i- 
1 2 "x F 2 flable, 
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fiable, ſhe gives continual offegce to, the 
vain and affected, who retain a malicious 
impreſſion of that ſeyexity that has wound-. 
ed without amending them, and has long 
ſince been for otten, MY the ASH: 
by the agrerable eee ni en t 
Iwill not diſplay the oppoſite inclina- 
tions of her unamiable couſin; ſhe is at 
preſent ſufficiently mortified to ſerure her 
from my ſatire ; burſting with envy at that 


ſuperiority | that her ſelf-approbation and 


vanity would, but cannot, ſecure her from 
being ſenſible of, ſhe induſtriouſly labours 


to improve every little giddy opportunity 


of condemning and ridiculing her lovely 
vilitant; but the attempt is fo evidently 


incited by the worſt of paſſions, that it 


ever fails of ſucceſs, and only increaſes 
her own diſſatisfaction and torture. 


20 1 


I muſt. acknowledge chat chere is ne 
part of Miſs, Pittborough's conduct that 


lies too open to Mils Kitty's ill-natured 
attacks, 


t. 
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attacks, * occaſions me unſpeakable un · 
eaſineſb. I will not conceal it from ye. 
one blemiſh, amongſt ſo many perfections, 
ought” Hot to be wondered at; notwith- 
ſanding. it is of ſueh'a nature as to caſt 
an appearance of impropriety upon actions 
that are in themſelves both unexceptiona- 
ble and t. 


. 


Lively to n thy # pefeatly unde 
ſigning, ſhe ſuffers herſelf to be amuſed 
with che converſation of ſuch beings, as 
from their infignificance, or ſelf-conſe- 
quence, are highly contemptible: — 4 ſu- 
perannuated beau, a military coxcomb, 'a 
fribble of whatever denomination, dt a 
hard-mouthed ſtudent, are ſure to obtain 
a diſtinQion and attention with her; that, 
however flattering to them, is by no means 
a credit to ber fine —— 1 * 

The gouty Sir Matthew "OA is 
preſent ber reigning favourite: — he gab 
ner, wien nega writ igduſtry, rang 4 
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his fteſh-wiped ſpetathes, gives her every 
advantage at cards, is eternally of her 
opinion; and, could he but throw aſide 
his crutches, I dare believe would become 
my competitor for ber hand at the enſuing 
19653560 9 0 rum voi glos 
She appears delighted »v wy his parade 
and afſiduity: — ſmiles upon him with the 
utmoſt complacence — ſuffers him to preſs 
her hand, with antiquated gallantry, each 
time he preſents her the cards; — and, in 
ſhort, it is but ſeldom that I can obtain a 
ſingle glance. I am not ſo abſurd as to be 
diſſatisfied with her behaviour from con- 
ceiving ſhe has any meaning in it; but as 
it deprives me of the pleaſure I was ac- 
cuſtomed to enjoy, of entertaining her 
without the interruption of an imperti- 
nent, I own it ſets very uneaſy upon me: 
add to which, it lays me under the diſa- 
-greeable neceſſity of paying ſome civil at- 
tention to the equally neglected Kitty: 
it has been my misfortune, ever ſince I 
was 


a 
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was acquainted with that lady, to be fa- 
voured with no inconſiderable ſhare of her 
approbation, when the ſmarteſt beau ſhe 
can pick up; otherwiſe I am totally neg- 
lected and diſregarded. —I have heard her 
declare How much ſhe hates ſuch un- 
© natural mixtures as gravity and youth — 
© a philoſopher and a ſoldier, what con- 
5 tradictions? — and with ſuch, a ſet. of 
& features too, as utterly diſcountenance 
© the abſurdity.” — This may ſerve as a 
ſpecimen of her happy talent for raillery— 
her expreſſions are, indeed, common place 
—her obſervations trite and deſpicable, 


Mrs. Hutchens has been ſomewhat in- 
diſpoſed for theſe few days paſt ; ſo that 
we have ſeen but little company, except 
the gouty baronet. Miſs Pittborough 
affects a reſerve that gives me no ſmall 
pain — is leſs flighty than uſual. —I in vain 
watch for a ſingle look; ſhe beſtows not 
one upon me; and as for a moment's con- 

= IN verſation 
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verſation — it is to the laſt degree impracti- 
muna, 


What will, be the ence, of this 
change I know not; but I greatly ap- 
prehend ſome new torture, I with Mrs. 
Hutchens would favour me with a little 
private chat, perhaps ſhe might be able f. 
diſcover : = but, no, ſhe would never 
give any indirect meaſures to . a 
knowledge of her intentions: — ſhe has 
not a common mind — and muſt not be 
treated with roughneſs, indelicacy, or ar- 
tifice. — Your advice would be very ſalu- 
tary: —pity the perplexity of your friend; 
but I charge you not to attempt ridiculing 
it the wound is too green to bear a probe 
— if ever it can be healed by the methods 
I have reaſon to think you would pre- 
ſctibe, it muſt be a work of time, —My 
good wiſhes attend you : — you mall hear 
: from me again very ſoon, * 


Ins 0 
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Wy Horcneus to Miſs BinF1ELD. 


'Greeable to your injunction, I am 

now ſet down to give you a deſcrip- 
tion of this country couſin ; for whoſe 
ſake my over-complaiſant mother has 
drawn me to town, before you could con- 
veniently accompany me. I know not 
what to ſay concerning her : ſhe fancies 
herſelf a compleat beauty : — but in my 
opinion has hardly the leaſt pretenſions to 
even the . 


Her cheeks are moſt dazalingly red; — 
her eyes ſpirited, yet heavy and ill-colour- 
ed; — her hair ( untaught to comply with 
Pidgeon' s diſcipline) rudely exuberant ; — 
her mouth, playing in a thouſand ſuper- 
fluous ſmiles, beſpeaks the ſelt-ſatisfaftion 

| + 
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of her heart; — her hands and arms a dead 
white, — and her ſhape moſt extravagantly 
genteel, render her entirely hag and 
Ne c 
hs 0 15 10 g 

But who do you think has devoted him- 
ſelf to her ſervice; — colonel Dingley! 

true, upon honour! — he either does ad- 
mire (or incomparably well diſſembles an 
admiration of) her whole perſon; manner, 
&c. &c. 


'T am miſtaken if ſhe does not pay him 
for former inſenſibility; for ſhe ſeems to 
poſſeſs a comfortable ſhare of perverſeneſs 
and vanity : but theſe obſervations are er 
paſſant; for J have not had above two 
hours converſation with her. My mother 
extols her to the ſkies, has been unſpeak- 
ably happy in her company, and doubts 
not but I ſhall find her highly agreeable. 


It is not the firſt error I have known 


that lady fall into from judging of her 
daughter” 8 
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daughter's inclinations by her o./n: then 
ſhe,is ſo intolerahly officious with reſpegt 
to the colonel, ſo apparently promoting 
his growing approbation of her divine 
niece, that I believe F ſhall moſt heartily 
repent my journey. 

14 , 

I really wonder he can have the confi- 
dence to viſit at our houſe, after fo 
plainly. indicating his diſlike. of a certain 
inhabitant : — but your military men can 
do any thing. | 


I am prepoſterouſly diſguſted already; 
how I ſhall ſupport myſelf until your ar- 
rival I know not: — but I am well con- 
vinced that pleaſure will be a ſtranger to 
my heart, and joy to my countenance, 
until we meet again. 


1 
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yyoV n never 0 our couſin Kitty —ſhe 
returned from Hampfhire but laſt 
night. Upon my word the young woman 
would be à very decent well-appearing 
young woman, if ſhe would but give na- 
ture fair play; but ſhe is fo over-run with 
vanity and affectation, that J believe we 
_ very faſhionable ene 80 
YIGOWEOS zu int Yo 

My good aunt hangs with EATEN de- 
light upon her every expreſſion, though 1 
wilt preſume to affirm, that we haye had 
much fmall talk introduced file her ar- 
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I ganngt enter into the ſentiment. that 
maternal fondneſs ſhould fo far blind us, 
as to render us inſenſible to the follies of 
our offspring, or'\create perfections that 
have no exiſtence but in our own doating 
fancies. — Can we not at all times diſtin- 
guiſh between black and white? — But, in 
ſhort, Nancy, I am not a mother, con- 
ſequently an incompetent judge of the 
matter, — I am tot to be told that ſelf 
partiality is an innate principle: — and are 
not our children our ſecond ſelves? 


She arrived in a kind of evil hour; to 
which circumſtance, perhaps, the unfa- 
vourable impreſſion I have received of her 
is chiefly owing. — My aunt was anxiouſly 
buſying herſelf in ſome little preparations 
for her reception, wbilſt the colonel, and 
your filter were engaged in a delightful, zete,,, 
a tete, — My heart is narrow and &)6iſb 3; I. 
feel it palpably, or I ſhould not ſo rer 
luctantly have forgone my own little ſatis- 
factions, ſor the more important purpoſe 

of 
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of warming a truly worthy maternal bo- 
ſom. By the way, 1 greatly *pprehend 
that my lively e couſin” has by no means a 
due ſenſe of the obligations ſhe is under to 
this beſt of mothers a ſtrong mark of a 
bad diſpoſition — Her air is ſupercillous; 
and à kind of ſelfekpplauſe, or conſcious 
merit, 1 0 in her whole deportment. 


| She, indeed, totdeferiidy” to give my 
aunt's opinion a patient bearing; but 
makes no ſcruple to diſſent from it; or 
even ridicule it, where it is ſo unhappy as 
to meet with her ehe. 


„ Bat, ibs; I am premature in my 
| judgment: "there are a people upon earth 
who improve on acquaintance; I ſincerely 
wiſh it may be the caſe in this inſtance ; 
but my antipathy is uncommonly ſtrong, 
and as uncommonly unaccountable. She 
affecis to treat the charming colonel with 
" coldbeſs and diſregard =I lay affects; for 
15 is idol they ſhould be her real ſen- 


* timents: 


# 
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timents: — he is not a figure to be diſre- 
garded, but by your abſolute inſenſiblcs, 
a claſs L am, perſuaded Miſs Kitty does 
not belong to: beſides, . ſhe ſo greatly 
over · acts her part upon the occaſion, that 
I cannot help ſuſpecting: — but why do l 
trouble you with ſuſpicions ; — you who 


I have ſo much reaſon to be convinced are 


an enemy to every ſpecies of diſtruſt : — 
but give me leave to tell you, however 
amiable your diſpoſition, it is extreamly 
impolitic ; — and notwithſtanding it might 
qualify you for the company of ſaints and 
angels, is altogether unbeſitting this lower 
world: — the language of modern politeneſs 
is utterly diſſimilar to the language of the 
heart, and would entirely miſlead a literally 
believing mortal. 


But I haye news for you that will aſto- 
niſh you: — ab ! why was nature fo laviſh 
of her gifts? — there is no reſiſting me! — 
appearing and conquering i is with me the 
ſame thing | though I muſt conſeſs my 

newly 


—  — A—— — 
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newly acquired ſlave took no ſmall pains 
to render himſelf ſuch, as without the 
aſſiſtance of a glaſs my charms would have 
been wholly undiſcovered by him. 


How I value myſelf for my ſincerity ! — 
many would have been ſo diſengenuous as 
to impoſe their conqueſt upon you for at 
leaſt an Adonis, in order to enhance the 
value of it, and give an exalted impreſſion 
of their extraordinary attractions; but I 
am ſuperior to every ſuch little artifice; or 
perhaps I conceive it to be a higher ho- 
nour to warm an almoſt expiring, or at 
beſt frozen, heart, than merely engaging 
the admiration of the young and gay — 
who are ſo prone to admire, that it is no 
leſs wonderful if a new face fails to attach 
them for the ſhort period of its novelty, 
than that the moſt compleat toaſt ſhould 
be capable of reanimating the gout-ſtruck 
breaſt of right honourable three-ſcore. 


How 
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How juſtly does rural life poſſeſs your 
approbation, — How unſpeakably happy the 
effects of pure air, repeated exerciſe, and 
riſing with the dawn, upon the conſtitu- 
tion, —Qur father has attained the emi- 
nenee of ſixty ſix: his countenance unde- 
prived of its floridity ; his heart of its vi- 
gorous pulſation, or his memory of reten- 
tion; (not to mention other mental 
advantages :) — but in town it is quite 
otherwiſe :'— the bloom early decays, the 
nerves are early-unſtrung, and diſeaſes, 
unknown to the Spartan race, make an 
early prey of the once not leſs __ 
Briton. 


I am far from wiſhing to revive the 
tremendous amuſements of that warlike 
age; but I would not only contribute my 
voice, but moſt extenſive intereſt, to baniſh 
luxury and effeminacy from this my native 
land. — Both male and female, my Nancy, 
are gone aſtray: — no heart glowing with 
parental or maternal fondneſs (except in 

Vo. I. G here 
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here and there a ſingle inſtance), no pious 
filial motions are now to be found: — the 
love of admiration and pleaſure, abſorbs 
every other feeling; and the, wrinkled; ma- 
pr and ſuperannuated coxcomb, re- 
TuRantly give place to the forward preſſing 
of their equally misjudging offspring. 


Theſe are the colonel's ſentiments, 
good ſober ſoul. How could you poſſibly 
miſtake them for mine? — and yet I ſuffer 


' myſelf to be ſo unaccountably miſled by 


them, as to join with him in his repetition 
of that queer ſtale epilogue, 


O may again the happy time appear, &c. &c. 


which, if you will give yourſelf the trou- 
ble of turning over your Cato, you will 
find tacked to the end of it, and thereby 
ſave me the trouble of tranſcribing it. 


1 am, my dear vil, (though by no 
means what you or the wiſe colonel could 
wiſh me) no leſs your affetionate: friend, 
| | than 
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than if I was compoſed of the very mate- 
| rials with yourſelf = and — him; 1 was 
within an ace of faying : - — - but, notwith- 
ſtanding the tolerable ſhare of my good 
opinion he has inſinuated himſelf into, I 
ſhould have thought you degraded by the 


compariſon. 
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Obſerved in my laſt epiſtle, with a 
great degree of ſagacity, what extra- 
ordinary effects different air is wont to 
produce upon the conſtitution, The pu- 
rity, ſerenity, yet briſkneſs, of our village 
breezes, was ever communicating the rude 
glow of health to one's cheek, hurrying 
one's blood with ruſtic rapidity through 
one's veins: — yet inſpiring one's heart 
with only the mildeſt, meekeſt, and moſt 
gentle ſenſations: to ramble an infi- 
nite extent of green fields — - to behold 
proſpects beyond the aching eye” ' termina- 

tion — to mix with four-footed beaſts — 
and liſten to the haffetorn throats of filly 
inceſſant . ſcreaming birds — is the utmoſt 
height 


# 
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height of our village enjoyments. In town 
the caſe is widely different — freſh, or 
more properly the thick air is by no 
means permitted to ſalute the face of a 
finiſhed belle—or ſun-ſhine to incommode 
her fight : — the nature of her amuſe- 
ments, indeed, are ſuch, that it is ne- 
ceſſary for the day to repair the exhauſted 
ſtrength and ſpirits of the night; for the 
mind and body are ſo unhappily unſociable, 
that what enraptures the one, enfeebles 


tte other. 


For example, a ridotto — what proves 
the dirty compoſition of this human part 
of ours, equal to that drooping wearineſs 
that involuntarily ſteals upon us, in ſpite 
| of all our efforts, even when ſparkling at 
that elegant, that well regulated aſſembly? 
— the mufic inſenſibly loſes its charms — 
our feet refuſe to perform their office ; — 
and, the ſober hour of five in the morning 


171 
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A ridotto is à place of all others the 

moſt delightful to perſons of faſhion; as 
few of an inferior rank are ſo hardy as to 
ſhove their faces there <your'cits, indeed, 
affect a ſort of toleration; but they are 
very diſtinguiſhable from the politer com- 
pany, both in their appearance and beha- 
een 39 — 3206 


It is impoſſible to acquire thoſe birth- 
rights of nobility, an undaunted look — a 
loud accent — a laugh at once expreſſive 


of ſelf-ſufficiency and contempt -an Ama- 


zonian gracefulneſs of motion — and an 


eaſy aſſured diſregard of thoſe low illiberal 


forms time, place, and circumſtance. 


"Kitty was drawn forth in all her beft 
airs upon the occaſion: — your friend, ra- 
ther with a degree of (take ĩt without diſ- 
guiſe) elegant ſimplicity — her whole de- 
portment beſpoke her barbarous intentions 
— whilſt a certain perſon appeated as un- 

| conſcious 
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conſcious of her power, as unprepared: for 
conqueſt, o 210115q Oi long b Hoe 
„eg vhigd ol 976 Jus Int M16 so v 
. The colonel, being ſomewhat. in dif- 
grace, although of the party, was »not 
permitted to come within a furlong of a 
certain lady — Tvery feature did viſible pe- 
natce-—bat not in a ſufficient degree to 
obtain immediate abſolution. 


Kitty was charitable to, exceſs, and la- 
boured to ſupply every deficiency — but it 
was not the thing - penſiveneſs and con- 
trition hung ſtill upon his brow; nor 
could all her witticiſms, or little arts, diſ- 
pel them. | 4 HAN 

The coach arrived; unfortunately the 
baronet was neareſt my hand — it would 
baye been ſingular to refuſe him the fa- 
vour; — therefore Don Diſmalo was re- 
duced to the neceſſity of Aue the re- 
maining lady, ON9q nis & 7) 
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T alt ſpirits, the colone? irfvoleful-damps 
—the knight as briſk as both ale which 
you know is ſeldom free roch Froth'—and 
Miſs Kitty as near being anlgyy us pleaſed, 
were ſoon nag fi 1 reef 
8 94 o e192: 
6083) mi bloc zd vid id ue. 
The vary Kiorchins ceaſed andile 
entering the room: gouty feet are but 
ill- qualified for motion I looked round — | 
not one pretty fellow within view : — his 
grace-— the viſcount, only a degree ſupe- 
. rior to monkeys: — I condeſcended to caſt 
an eye of encouragement upon the really 
handſome colonel: — well, it is a valuable 
diſpoſition that is eaſily intreated —he flew 
to obey my commands ; and we were in- 


— parable the the "ref of _ e- 
182 0 
Tut ame wi Niney, is a nder 
kind of a diforder — affects the fight, un- 
derſtanding, nay, whole compoſition.— 
The colonel is naturally one of your very 
„ee your very unaſſuming beings:— 
; 6 but 
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but the diſtinction paid him by your ac- 
quaintance rendered him quite anotber 
creature: - exultation, heart · felt exulta- 
tion, over - ſpread his countenance: — he 


ſermed to conſider himſelf as a ſuperior 


ſpecies to the reſt: — and, perhaps, could 
you but have beheld him (though from a 
diflimilar| motive) you would have ſub- 


ſcribed to his opinion. I do aſſure you 
the whole aſſembly did not afford a more 


compleat, more noble figure. 


Mrs. Kitty picked up the long-ſided 
heir of an earldom: — ſhe would have tri- 
umphed, but for the apparent abſurdity of 


the attempt. 


The knight lamented his inability for 
my favourite exerciſe ; — but ſoon found 
conſolation in a brilliant party for qua- 
drille. | 


the 


| 90 Hr The, HisToRY of, 


the > reinforcement. of his effeminate lord» 
ſhip, we were condudted home without, ac» 


cidegt. or or interruption, A Heated, drowſy » 
fatig ved, delighted, I retired to my pillow; 


and found a repoſe that, much more than 
compenſated the preceding evening's con- 
ſumption of ſtrength and ſpirits, and ena- 
bled me to undergo a ſecond frolic. 


Ten o'clock, noon. 


Sullen looks — Mrs. Kate is mortally 
offended —unhappy I — my ſuperiority is 
inſupportable to her: and ſo, my dear, by 
adding ill-humour to her other perfec- 
tions, ſhe will unqueſtionably remedy the 
killing evil, 


You will but too probably accuſe me 
of want of charity, reſpecting this girl : 


but I do aſſure you, in ſober ſadneſs, ſhe 
| has 
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nas a malicious, ungrateful, and revenge. 
ful heart; as J could give you many in- 
ſtances, if T could prevail upon myſelf to 


ſtain my paper, or pollute my pen wich 
ſuch ere ſubjects. 1 | 
| 
; * 1 * 
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AVE I the power, my deareſt ſiſter, 
to render you ſerious by intreaty — 
I fear I have not; and yet I am perſuaded 
you would ſacrifice every thing, but your 
wa to make me happy. | 


18TH & 


I am ſenſible it is my misfortune, that 
when I wiſh to adviſe, I become inſtantly 
gloomy: but if you would conſider the 
motive, you would not be diſguſted at the 
conſequence. My apprehenſions for you 
are equally ſtrong with my affection: how 
then is it poſſible that my ſtile ſhould be 
155 en opprefled ? 
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I would not be ſuperſtitious, yet am 
unable to ſubdue ſome very unaccountable 
and alarming ſuggeſtions. 


O O let me conjure you not to trifle with 

your happineſs! Never was man, from ap- 
pearances, ſo calculated to your - taſte as 
the colonel, or ſo well qualified to protect 
and conduct you through the intricate 
path of life : — do nat, therefore, occaſion 
idle delays ; — a good work cannot be tao 
ſoon. accompliſhed ; you are utterly unfit 
to be truſted with yourſelf: — ſome giddy 
flight you may unwarily be guilty of; may, 
but too probably, either totally diſguſt 
him, or fix an unfavourable impreſſion 
upon his heart, that can never perfectly 
be eraſed. This new admirer that you 
treat ſo ludicrouſly, take care that he does 
not prove an inſtrument of unavailing 
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they may, for a time, appear without gall, 
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and ſybmit to be unworthily ſlighted, and 
undul tormented, will, when leaſt ex- 
, in the language of the poet, 


— reſume the empire which they gare, | 
And ſoon the tyrant ſhall become tlie ſlave. 


A generous mind, I grant you, muſt be 
incapable of deſcending to ungenerous 
actions; but we are ſo frequently deceived 
by the ſuggeſtibns of our own hearts, that 
it is e es * frail ann 

Ist bn⸗ 
A woman of your ſpirit and diſpoſition, 
that has practiſed ſo many ſhifts and turn- 
| ings, when chaſed, ought not to be ſur- 
priſed if the face of things at the long-run 
ſhould be changed, and the ſame torment- 
ing arts played off, in order to diſcover if 
ſhe has any real affection for the man' ſhe 
has been pleaſed to honour with her hand, 
that ſhe made uſe of, merely as ſhe per- 
ſuaded herſelf to try the fincerity of his 
attachment, though, in reality, to gratify 

her narrow de ſpicable vanity.” How other- 
40 wiſe 
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wife cah we account for the inconſiſtences 
in the character of a coquet ? — Can we 
love an obje& whilſt we wantonly torture 
it? - I on it is a refinement of cruelty 
Jam utterly unacquainted with. 


That you would but follow your demure 
ſiſter's example | Her gentle ſwain experi- 
ences a happy exemption from doubt and 
ſuffering : — under the ſanction of the fa- 
ther's approbation, he fears not acceſs to 
the daughter ; nor does he apprehend that 
her aſpe& will ever be unfavourable to- 
wards him, unleſs his conduct n ſub- 
ſtantially merit it. 


The day for our union is fixed; we both 
look forward to it with as much confi- 
dence as the inſtability of human life will 
admit; well convinced that, unleſs ſome 
calamity that ſtrikes our health or exiſtence * 
falls upon us, that morning's ſun will fing 
us unchanged in our ſentiments. We 
have long forborne to ſeek a ſatisfaction 


out 
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out of ourſelves: — our wiſhes, our con- 
cerns are for each other's happineſs and 
proſperity, in which our dear father's has 
ever been included : — and, however un- 
faſhionable or contemptible we may ap- 
pear in your ſight, we would not exchange 
the peace and rational delight our ſimple 
limited proſpects afford us, for all the 
ſplendid follies 6 is capable of be- 
ſowing. 


Perhaps you will thiok this the dulleſt 
of all my dull epiſtles ; but let the fin- 
cerity of it atone for the want of ſprightly 
ornaments; honeſt truth ſhines faireſt 
when leaſt adorned: — the colonel can 
teach you leflons equally profitable in 
more agreeable language; liſten, there- 
fore, to him, and the genuine dictates of 
your heart — your love for him is as evi- 
dent as the ſun at - noon day: — emitle 
-2yourlſelf in a legal manner to his friend- 
chip and protection — and my beſt, con- 

. en * his 
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eſteem, and depend upon it bitter repent- 
ance will. be your portion : — the future 
employment of my pen unayailing condo- 
lance. 


NN N MMM N N. M . N 
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Miſs PiTTBoRoOUGH to Miſs Nancy 
P1iTTBOROUGH. 


She only lov'd the loving He, 
He only lov'd the lovely She. 


HERE, my dear, in that borrowed 
couplet is contained the likeneſs 

and lovingneſs of my intended brother and 
yourſelf. - I hope the latter part of the 
fable, relative to the cage, &c. will never 
be applicable to ſuch a pair: but the 
eroaking of ravens is. harmony, in my 
imagination, to the ſoſteſt breath of matri- 
Vor. I. ++ M mony. 
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mony. O! how I tremble at your hardy 
approach to a precipice, that my head is 
abundantly toq light to permit me to ven- 
ture even within ſeveral acres of its leaft 
formidable verge. 


I grant you there is a round about, but 
very intricate, track, by which it is poſſi- 
ble to deſcend with little or no precipita- 
tion : but then the hazard js ſo extreme, 
that it requires a cool judgment, quick 
penetration, and an immoderate ſhare of 
meekneſs, ſteadineſs, forbearance, and re- 
ſolution, to weather the point with any 
degree of fafety. 


The firſt ſtep terrifies us: ve retreat — 
advance = retreat again = until our help- 
mate, raſh and enterpriſing in his own na- 
ture, wearied by a repetition of our idle 
timidity, ſets off alone, faitly abandoning 
us to every danger and inconvenience, un- 
aſſiſted, unprotected, and unencouraged by 
his preſence and example. Altun 

| t 1 To 
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To be ſure your proſpects, as times go, 
are rather flattering than otherwiſe — as the 
man you propoſe ſetting out with is, in 
appearance, a ſober, ſedate, ſure-footed 
man; and, in a manner, exempt from 
every vicious, reſtive, or frolickſome incli- 
nation : — but are you certain he will 
continue ſo? — is he not human; conſe- 
quently changeable : — is not the engage- 
ment indiffoluble ? muſt you not abide by 
the evil as well as enjoy the happy conſe- 
quences (if any can attend the loſs of li- 
berty)? can he feel a calamity and you 
not participate? I know your heart too 
well — it will derive all its future felicity 
from his ſmiles; and, by a ſingle frown, 
would be over-whelmed with unſpeakable 
anguiſh, 


O, my dear, what ugly likeneſſes have 
you frequently drawn of that maſculine 
ſex 3 and, I now begin to fear, with too 
much juſtice: —have you not painted ther 
as unfathomable in their ſchemes = un- 

5 H 2 con- 
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controulable in their inclinations, — ohſti- 
nate in their reſulves, and irreſtrainable in 
their reſentments? — have you not de- 
ſcribed ſelf-gratification as their ſpring of 
action deſpotic _ their -pretended 
birth-right — want of tenderneſs their 
boaſt - and a contempt for every religious 
duty their glory ? — have you not ſtrongly 
inculcated the opinion into my heart, that 
they early imbibe wrong impreſſions of us 
females? — ridiculous, mercenary, weak, | 
and artful beings, would you not perſuade 
me they are taught to conſider us? how 
mortifying the thought - that we accuſtom 
ourſelves to be ſmart upon them: — they 
are not without their ſullen rough repar- 
tees —we refuſe them — it is death to their 
pride — they will marry us in ſpite of our- 
ſelves, and have ample revenge. 


They redouble their Aattery ( is not this 
the very leſſon you have learned me); our 
vanity afliſts their artifices — we become 
. the dupes — the triumph is wholly theirs. 


| But 
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But what is all this to you and your 
gentle artleſs ſwain ? I indeed expected 
the queſtion; yet am but ill · prepared to 
anſwer it and can only ſay, that experi- 
ments are by no means eligible, as diſap- 
pointment is as” likely to be the fruits of 
our labour as the deſired ſucceſs, 
Pp iy noi jon tio off 190 | 

. Meutüt the colonel that i is ſo like 
you ruſtic dames a pretty fellow is no 
ſooner mentioned, than the licence, ring, 
and parſon, dance before your eyes; and 
a wedding is marked down as an infallible 
contingence — whilft we fit looſe to every 
ſuch domeſtic idea : —admiration'is all we 
aim at — and a proper diſplay and exertion 
of our power, the whole buſineſs of our 
lives, To make a ſenſible man play the 
fool, is it not exquiſite? To be curſed, 
renounced, and beloved, in the ſame in- 
ſtant - — to ſee them now ſtruggling to get 
free — and now eagerly re-embracing the 
fond infatuation, | is rapture to every wo- 
man of ſpirit's heart; And you Will allow 
| H 3 1 was 
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1 was never deficient as to that ar- 
ticle. 8 | 


But I will, for once, become the very 
thing you wiſh me — diſmiſs my ſelf-con- 
ſequence—hold my levity ſuſpended —ſhut 
my eyes to every idle prejudice — and 
tumbling Mrs, Vanity indignantly from 
her throne, candidly confeſs, that, by your 
prudent choice, you cannot fail of pro- 
curing yourſelf every valuable, every ra- 
tional felicity ; that my union with the co- 
lonel would, in all probability, rectify and 
regulate all thoſe idle inclinations that ſo 
terribly miſlead me : — and that we may 
both of us be ſo happily and advantage- 
ouſly diſpoſed of, is at preſent the fincere 
defire of my heart; but how long it may 
continue ſo is very uncertain, I mean as to 
that part that reſpects myſelf. 


LET- 
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Miſs HurchENs to Miſs BINFIELD. 


Ortified to death, and fatigued with 
| playing the hypocrite, how is it 
poſſible to enter upon entertaining ſub- 
jects — the town at preſent has no charms 
for me; a crowded aſſembly creates diſ- 
guſt, and retirement is all gloom and 
horror, for want of your agreeable com- 
pany. 


How much food ſhould we find for ſa- 
tire; how inexhauſtible our mirth — if 
you could but once behold this imaginary 
goddeſs - I abſolutely am ſunk in my own 
opinion, no leſs than I am neglected in 
every bright circle: this oouſin, this couſin 
appears with unſpeakable eclat; and I ſeem 

H 4 dwindled 
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dwindled into an — nymph = ſhe the 
mne one of her train. 40 
Gubongt 130 : 26141) 591101 ich zi Zam 10 
Burl live in hopes of ſame favourable 
change ſhe ſeems dancing upon the edge 
of a precipice; and, if I can conveni- 
eently contrive it, ſhall not want a little 
ſhove to determine her fate. The ſilly 
colonel has not a wiſh beyond laying his 
liberty at her feet: but ſhe truly ſpurns 
the bleſſing, for no other reaſon that I can 
diſoover, than that it may be eaſily obtain - 
ed. — She cannot forbear playing off ſome 
airs and grates with Sir Mathew Sanxſey 
—Fthink ĩt will do by and by — if ſhe makes 
| a tool] of him merely for the pleaſure of 
| tormenting one of the fineſt fellows in 
England, why ſhould he not be made an | 
inſtrument of her puniſhment? — With your 
affſtance I am ſure I could effect her re- | 
duction from this moſt arrogant height, to 
| the lowly eftate of unavailing mortifica- 
tion — but I can do nothing without you. 
Who could, with any degree of- patience, 
bear 


>> 
= 
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bear to be ſhouldered out of every one's 
approbation ; even my mother's affection 
for me is diminiſhed ſince her introduction 
into her family ; and that by: an artifice ſo 
pretty, and ſo amiable, that the world 
either will not, or cannot detect it. | 

113i) & ns 1ON HEAL 3; 

The colonel is ever extolling * open- 
neſs and generoſity I have, indeed, been 
favoured with a ſpecimen of each - for ſhe 
has not ſcrupled openly to ridicule my 
dreſs, my behaviour, and, as I have been 
informed, generouſly laments, in my ab- 
ſence, the weakneſs of my underſtanding, 
and the pernicious effects of my mother's 
ill-judged indulgence. 


Sir Mathew and this incomparable one 
have for ſome time been upon ſuch, good 
terms, that the poor lighted ſoldier has 
been forced to ſeek quarter from a leſs 
hoſtile party: you know my folly. nor 
ſhall I eyer conquer it — and as it is my 
at be the prey of a hopeleſs 

paſſion, 
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paſſion, I own it is a great ſupport to my 
pride, that the object ſufficiently juſtifies 
the partiality he has inſpired. Had I the 
ſame power over him that he has been 
pleaſed to inveſt this lady with — how dif- 
ferently I ſhould exerciſe it — but this is 
idle prattle — yet you have often flattered 
me that he does not diſlike me, notwith- 
ſtanding the many flights I have ſuſtained ; 
and that half the uneaſineſs I have ſuffer- 
ed, has been owing to my own petulance, 
that would not ſuffer me to wait a favour- 
able turn, without playing off ſome 
firting airs, that inftead of anſwering the 
deſired purpoſe, have only drawn upon 
me additional negle& : therefore, who 
knows, if I could have followed your ad- 
vice, and this all-conquering beauty had 
not been caſt in his way, what effect time, 
mn good fortune, and ſome other advantages 
might have produced, notwithſtanding his 
too natural inſenſibility; at leaſt T had not 
ſorfeited that ſupport of the wretched — a 


ray of hope — which her preſence totally 
ob- 
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obſcures, — Self- preſervation incites me to 
remove her — and removed ſhe ſhall be — 
or I will die in the attempt, I conjure 
you, my dear friend, to deſtroy this evi- 
dence of my folly — you have hitherto 
been faithful to me — forſake me not at 
this trying juncture — but permit me to 
pour my grievance into your boſom, 


LET. 
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T; is impoſſible I ſhould be miſtaken |! 

Kitty, the ſelf-ſufficient Kitty, is moſt 
certainly ſmitten with this man of valour 
— he cannot ſurely — but the ſuppoſition is 
odious _ have already obſerved that ſhe 
is not, even what nature intended her, 
agreeable — and I know the colonel to be 
an utter t enemy | to every ſpecies of affecta- 


tion. | 
81 ee te" 
Kurd own it teazes me to 1 him fo 
aſhdvous, as the flirtiog girk has ho- and 
tuen 'the art to tender him and I fear the 


7 Perce ives It, as 1 hae detected her caſtitig | 
_ kind 
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kind of triumphant glances upon me on 
ſ uch rer 

* . 2 Ss 

1 muſt be ſatisfied myſel—and give her 
the mortifying ſatisfaction, that I poſſeſs 
a ſuperior power over him, or I cannot 
exiſt — my ſuperannuated gallant will be 
here this afternoon — I have it — and you 
ſhall know my ſucceſs, 


* *% * 
Tueſday morn. 


I am undone, my dear Nancy - the 
colonel deſpiſes my folly — condemns my 
proceedings; and has even preſumed to 
lecture me with the utmoſt ſeverity : but 
it ſhall coſt me dear, but I will make him 
repent his preſumption and arrogance. — 
O, I could pull my cap with vexation | — 
but it is reſolved — his ſtubborn heart ſhall 
bend, or mine ſhall break. — No, madam, 

ſaid 
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ſaid he to my aunt, as Kitty, in order to 
increaſe my mortification, told me — 1 
& will no longer continue the dupe I have 
„ been — my eyes are opened — and not- 
„ withſtanding I ſtill admire her few per- 
« fections — I can happily ſee her defects 
« likewiſe — nor ſhall I be eaſily lured a 
„ ſecond time into her ſnares,” 


Who could have believed him capable 
of ſuch cold deliberate diſreſpe&t — what 
was uttered in my preſence might be the 
effect merely of paſſion — but to reſerve his 
contempt and defiance for a private ear, 
and that too the ear of the preateſt enemy I 
have upon earth — was the overflowings of 
malice—and can never be forgiven. 


I have obligations to my pride I never 
yet ſuſpected it capable of conferring — it 
has been, and is my only ſupport — or I 
ſhould fink with con fuſion and mortifica- 
tion. He had the confidence to-aſk me, if 
I could ſuppoſe him weak enough to enter- 

1.3. 6 tain 
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tain the prepoſterous idea, that my appro- 
bation of Sir Mathew was real : — ** he was 
& but too ſenſible of the motive; but that 
te the artifice was inſufficient to produce 
&« the intended effect: he owned I had 
© the power of moſt cruelly tormenting 
« him; and he was, perhaps, as ſoon 
« blown into a flame as I unkindly wiſhed ; 
de but that power muſt be ſupported by 
probability.“ 


Audacious creature but I will be com- 
poſed, and take a ſevere deliberate revenge. 
I am born for mortification ; for, inſtead 
of recommending myſelf to your com- 
paſſionate conſideration, I ſhall incur your 
ridicule, or at beſt a moſt tedious lecture 
— I cannot bear it at this period ; nor 
ſhould I, in the ſmalleſt degree, profit by 
even the wiſeſt ſentiments that can fall 
from your pen: — therefore ſpare me, 
Nancy, I beſeech you, and do not add to 
my preſent diſſatisfaction. 


LETS 


— — FTT A EY EET ENT" ET — I — 


112 The HisTORY of 


1 Nancy PrTTBOROUGH to Miſs 
PET TT. 


T'Ndeed, my dear ale, you are greatly 
miſtaken in your opinion of my heart; 
pity is a requeſt I never yet denied the 
unhappy ; and unhappy I muſt conſider 
you in the moſt comprehenſive ſenſe ot 
the word, 


Providence has been TENTS gracious 
to you ever ſince the firſt inſtant of your 


-exiftence:: — you had the beſt of mothers 
continued to you ſo long as her care Was 


eſſential to your well-doing: * οο, haye 


ever enjoyed an uninterrupted; ſhate of 
health, contentment, and reputation; — 


nor need you have one wiſh ungratifzed, if 


you 
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you could but once perſuade yourſelf not 
to ſuffer - them to excced the bounds of 
reaſon and propriety. 


But all theſe bleflings which thouſands 
vainly ſigh for, are not only totally diſre- 
garded by you, but madly thrown away — 
whilſt error alone has the direction of your 
purſuits; and mortification, inſtead of pro- 
miſed pleaſure, becomes the fruits of your 
labour. 


How grating muſt it be to ſenſibility like 
yours, to ſeel the honeſt reproaches your 
heart undoubtedly ſuggeſts to you to ſee 
yourſelf in the odious, though juſt light 
of an ungrateful, giddy, misjudging be- 
ing, hurried on by a fatal levity into im- 
proprieties, that your very nature is re- 

pugnant to, yet -reſtrained by a fualſe, a 
contemptible pride, from — 
nourible rcreht. ny na bois ws 
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211 
I have no quarrel. with, Fr pr mx good 
Eil, for being ſubje 8 to ſollies and vani- 
tles; but for tameſy ſu ering your whole 
life, happineſs, and fame, to become a 
prey to them. The firſt is your. e 
tune, the ſecond your higheſt fault. 


Was you leſs capable of conquering 
your perverſe inclinations, had you never 
been taught to diſtinguiſh between right 
and wrong, or never amiably and volun- 


 farily rejected the former, and adopted the 


latter for your rule of action (except when 
you indulged a few idle allies, that by 
having no particular aim, could be pro- 
ductive of no bad conſequence) I ſhould 
addreſs you, i in very different terms ; and, 

inſtead of awakening reflections, you would 
receive my moſt friendly advice, and 
ſtrongeſt admonitions: — but ho abſurd 


we ſhould deem an unlearned peaſant, 


In 


whole 5 | ſhould incite him to preach 


2 4 learne congregation, is A queſtion 
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, 'Thaye already gi given my fentimeny upon 
repeated occaſions fimilar with the pre- 
ſeut; and can therefore only intreat you 
to determine, without further perplexity or 
unmeaning evaſions, to 'make both me and 


yourſelf happy. 


"Return, O return to propriety and 
peace] for they cannot be ſeparated : ſhew 
the greatneſs of your ſoul by acknowledg- 
ing a due ſenſe of lately practiſed folly ; 
and once more re-eſtabliſh yourſelf i in the 
heart you love. | 3 

Believe me, it is not an antiquated prin- 
ciple, that kindnefs ſhould reſult from af- 
fection, or that eſteem can periſh, without 
involving tenderneſs in the fame 1 ruin. 
The conflict may be ſevere; but too fre, 
quent repetitions of ill- treatment, will Fure 
the moſt lively paſſion: and — may in 
ſome meaſure, judge from dhe pain the, 
colonel? $aſſumed WER of you i (f for al ſumed, 


N 3115 
+ am m perſuaded 1 it mult have been, if he ever 
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was guilty, of neglect) has given you, 
bow: welk vu cguld beax. his abſolute 
breaking with you, I will not give you 
the leaſt account of myſelf, or affairs, until 
you have, by making proper atonement 
for paſt tranſgreſſions, entitled yourſelf to 
ſome pretenſions to rationality. | 
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Colonel DinGLEy to Mr. BROORKSBAN k. 


AM ſtung to the ſoul by the folly of 
a woman, whom I perſiſt to love in 
defiance of my better judgement. 


Never was faſcination equal to mine — 
contempt, every kind of contempt, but the 
one I have met with, I could have borne 
with patience ; but to be treated like a 
driveller, to have my peace attacked by fo 
trite, ſo palpable an abſurdity, as giving 
the preference to a lump of illiterate and 

Tinfigm mortality, is, beyond all concep- 
tion, mortifying, *Sdeath! and yet it has 
ſucceeded : — its end been perfectly an- 
ſwered—ridiculous though I feel it—I am 


I 3 mor- 


| 
| 


— . . 
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mortified) and ſhe, no doubt, exults in 
the ſucceſs of her aftiſct e. 


I perecived the ſhallow plot, befote it 
was even ripe for execution; and, not- 
withſtanding the diffculty of the attempt, 
was prepared to give her ſcorn for ſcorn. 
I, indeed, was ſo far duped by the treachery 
of my own heart, as to perſuade” myſelf, 
that ſhe was greatly ſunk in my opinion, 
that her beauty was a trifling poſſeſſion, 
her mental endowments all rendered cor- 
rupt and unamiable, by one inclination, 
that from the'pain and mortification it oc- 
caſioned me, I could never bring myſelf to 
even palliate for the future: but the 
wretched tool had the preſumption to 
offer, and ſnie the cruelty to permit him 


to ſalute her, on taking his leave for the 


evening only; which, in one inſtant, 
overthrew all my great reſolves. Had you 
but ſeen how I ſupported (myſelf the pre- 
ceding part of the day, you would never 
have ſuſpected me capable of betraying 

my 
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my dignity, or that rage and jealouſy could 
exiſt in ſo cold a breaſt as mine 


Q, how; I reproached- her | called her 
honour, diſcretion, underſtanding in queſ- 
tion — ridiculed the practice ſhe had heen 
guilty of — nay, was ſo far tranſported, as 
to affect a talent L never had the leaſt pre- 
tenſions to, and, till that moment, molt 
heartily. deſpiſed, ycleped mimicry. — and 
at length — worked her, mortification and 
reſentment to ſuch. a. pitch, that ſhe 
quitted the apartment in tears, proteſting 
ſhe would never ſee me more. 
But ſurely a heart ſo gentle, humane, 
and amiable as her's, cannot be capable of 
perſevering in ſuch a horrid reſolution.— I 
have not ſlept the whole night, nor per- 
haps may ever ſleep again, unleſs ſhe will 
be reconciled my very brain is ſhook — 
I find it impoſſible to live without ber 
and therefore. Gp think it is a arne 
ned gel 4: b:1:5qtul times 
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A pretty Py work I have made of 
it: Lam juſt returned from a ſcene, the 
remembrance of which I' ſhall never loſe, 
but with my exiſtence. | 


She is ill — dying for aught I know to 
the contrary, "= has moſt hays 
forgiven. me. 

z29rmififtor tis 00:5 

entered Mrs. a 5 . with 
my uſual familiarity, not expecting to find 
Miſs, BirtborQugh there; but how ſhall I 


expfeſs my, aſtoviſhment and affliction, | 


When L. hbeheld ber fainting in Kitty's 
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I had conceived: that nothing could be 
more lovely than the hom of her 'coun- 
tenance ; but I found her charming lan- 
guor ſtill more attractive. 

5 * 0 
She opened her eyes — I would have re- 
tired, apprehenſive of diſcompoſing her, 
and in order to recover myſelf — but ſhe 
ſmiled upon me with,unſpeakble compla- 
cence; and begged the: might not fright 
me away. Down I ſat upon the firſt 


chair — unable to reply; I was, indeed, | 
half choaked. 


| TYT 11 50 

& You and I, colonel, reſumed ſhe; were 

« but indifferent friends laſt night; but if 
* you have no objection, all hoſtilities 
de ſhall ceaſe between us; and we will 
<< treat each other for the future in àa more 
< ſuitable manner: you, us a gentleman, 
e had ſome right to complain of my con- 
0 duſt j and I, as a proud female, could 
„not be perfeclly ſatisfied with yours? 
2681 | ©« hut 
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ts but 1. am not well, and ſhould be glad % 
1 to "retire: — Jou will pn er, ſir, 
added. ſhe, in | the, moft kindly accent; as 
ſhe roſe to quit the room, © we are. to 
r meet (if ever We do, meet again) as 
40 friends and acquaintance ought to do.” 


I attempted to ſpeak — but found it till 
impoſſible : — ſhe perceived my diſorder ; 
and, with a condeſcenſion and goodneſs 
that I could little have expected, held out 
her hand to comfort me. 


On my knees I would have kiſſed it, 
but ſhe would by no means permit me; 
I am no deity now fir ; ſaid ſhe, I ſen- 
e ſibly feel I am not — low and weak — J 
* cannot receive adoration — perhaps” — 
but ſhe did not finiſh the ſentence; and [ 

could only tollow her with my eyes, 


Ads, my friend, I ſhall never ſee her 
more | — She hardly appeared to be an 
inha- 


ä 
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intabifart ef tis world — bor will” the 
long coftinde To — "the" was too, too good 
to liveLtos' great a 'bleffing to fall to my 
ſhare; nor will there remain one female 
on earth,” in any 8 2 comparable to 
hes b 07 ff guo 9: 
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HAVE Gentithe Aden * ied, 

Hutchens' — but what a day appre- 
be anxiety, and bitter remorſe, my 
only companions. 


424 


Mrs. Hutchens never once quitted her 
Novely charge; but her daughter, from an 
ůmpertinent officiouſneſs, frequently ſtole a 

quarter of an hour to conſole me, as ſhe 

called it. Malicious, infernal conſolation! 


cher lips ſpeak one language, her eyes an- 
other: but n and deteſt her as ſne 


deſerves. u Fo 
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Miſs 3 diſorder is a ſore 


"broat and violent fever — the phyſician is 


doubtful ; 
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doubtful ; I am diſtracted ; yet ſhe, I hear, 
is perfectly teſigned. Sbe was delirious 
in the afternoon — and called upon me 
with extreme tenderneſs, as the apothecary 
informed me, who happened to be preſent 
— what hateful forms, that I, who am 
moſt intereſted, muſt be denied the fight 
of her ! — But if my whole fortune can 
fave me from the horrid calamity of lofitg 
her, without one laſt farewel look, it ſhall 
not fall upon me. I have determined to 
bribe her nurſe, who is a diſtant relation 
of one of my ſervants, to convey me into 
her apartment, and permit me the heart- 
wounding ſatisfaction of trating the 
power of death, in e altered 
n 0 % 19N8Up 
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- What mangle can "FEE 1 you bor 
peſtering you thus with my affairs, eſpe- 
cially as they are of ſuch a nature as can- 
not en ew the leaſt entertainment ? 
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I write, indeed, at preſent, in order to 
keep myſelf from greater miſchief ; and I 
gan only expect you to read from J fimilar 
motive. My heart is miſerably depreſſed 
— yet I fear what I now ſuffer is only 
a prelude to what is in ſtore for me — can 
I ſupport? — But adieu — To-morrow I 
ſhall endeavour to carry my favourite 
ſcheme into execution, and ſhall then re- 
ſume my preſent employment. 
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| * rom the fame, to the ſame, 


t 


HAVE. ſeen _ Ned, ſeen the dear 


lovely expiring creature, without the 
knowledge of any one perſon but the 
nurſe — what will not money accompliſh ? 
— I watched the greateſt part of the night 
in her chamber, filent, ſolemn, and 
gloomy as the regions of death. She lay 
very ſtill, except at intervals - I never ſaw 
a fever rage with ſuch violence—in one of 
her deliriums ſhe caught my hand to ſave 
her from ſome” imaginary danger — it was 
daggers to my heart, as I could not be in- 
ſenſible to the impoſlibility of preſerving 
her from the grave, | 


I have 
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I dave only increaſed my own difcul- 

ties by the very ſtep I flattered myſelf 

would leſſen them: — could 1 but have 
continued by her until her diſſolution, I 

think the ſtroke would be leſs ſevere - but 

ĩt is a groundleſs ſuggeſtion my imagina- 
tion is diſturbed ; and T fancy à million of 
abſurdities — it would be highly improper 
for me to be preſent at ſuch an exigence, 
as in all probability, by being unable to 

conceal my own agonies, I might in a 
moſt dreadful degree increaſe her's; the 
moment of death is not a moment for 
confuſion. | 


She is by no means fo much altered in 
her countenance as I expected; but her 
voice is quite changed — laboured, thick — 
Alas, it is the voice peculiar to her alarm- 
ing circumſtances! 


What muſt not her father, her ſiſter fee], 

if they are acquainted with hericondition ? 
— But no, I remember Mrs. Hutchens 
{aid 
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ſaid ſhe, ſhould conceal the melancholy 
_tidipgs, as long as poſſible, — How ſhall I 
diſpoſe of myſelf when ſhe is no more — 
the object of my tendereſt, my firſt affec- 
tion? — I.wiſh I may be able to act with 
the leaſt conſiſtence - but I ſhall chen have 
no choice no . 
| win; you, 1905 you, Ned. embrace ſuch 
a, heavy incumbrance as the company of 
a man ſunk down with affliction; — for a 
military life will loſe its charm ? — will it 
not be too ſevere a tax upon your friend- 
ſhip to ſooth, to ſupport, to ſave me from 
deſpondence ? —But I have ever found you 


friendſhip's ſelf, and therefore can rely 


upon your beſt r. ln 900 
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Mr. Bro0KksBANK to Colonel DinGLey, 


AM ſorry to find you ſo very different 
L in preaching and practice. Did I labour 
under a ſimilar calamity to the one you 
deplore, how many philoſophic arguments 
would you not urge to teach me reſigna- 
tion? I, indeed, greatly lament the un- 
timely fate of this valuable lady. — I will 
tell you, Charles, lovely as your-pen was 
ever accuſtomed to draw this drooping 
flower, I could not perſuade. myſelf but 
that half the perfections you ſo liberally 
imputed to her perſon and mind, were. 
merely imputed ones. Jam no ſtranger 
to the partiality of a man in love. But 1 
had occaſion within theſe few. weeks paſt 
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ar ne Ce 
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to viſit a perſon at a ſmall diſtance from 
that village that gave her birth ;7 and” you 
will not be ſurpriſed that I indulged my 
curioſity with ſome little enquiries con- 
cerning her, eſpecially as it was attended 
with no other trouble or expence, than an 
extreme delightful walk. The country is 
beautiful, even to exceſs — one fine proſ- 
pect ſo immediately ſucceeding another, 
that, like Æſop's aſs, one cannot eaſily des 
termine which to feaſt upon. I was ſo 
fortunate as to overtake a very intelligent 
perſon at ſome little diſtance from the 
bouſes, who, with = volubility naturally | 
far from inconſiderable, (and deriving 
additional vigour from gratitude) poured 
forth a whole volume of intelligence rela- 
tive to his benefaQreſs : — in ſhort, I was i 
convinced that ſhe" was eſteemed 4 Utile 
goddeſs to the utmoſt verge of this happ y , 
retreat'— no one thinks they can a E 
ently: extol ber humanity or gentroſity”; IP 
for whoever uffects the one, is fure to 
„ nit nos D 
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At ſuch an eatly age, ſurrounded as ſhe 


was with every charm of approbation and 
indulgenee, to lull thoſe valuable inclina- 
tions to ſleep! Ion it is aſtoniſhing ſhe 
could be attentive to diſtreſſes, ſne could 
ſcarcely have any idea of, had ſhe not pur- 
ſued the moſt effectual method of obtain- 
ing information, becoming a voluntary 


ſ pectator of them. | 


To viſit the ſick, to clothe the naked, 
and comfort the afflicted, was her every 
day's employment; and fo far from being 
wearied, ſhe would frequently lament, 
that there was not above eighteen hours in 
the twenty-four that could be en to 
advantage. | 


But, notwithſtanding theſe beauties in 
: her character, ſhe never could have made 
| you. happy — giddy. to exceſs, and a 
| ftranger, if not an enemy, to controul, 
where would have been the ſocial friend, 
the endearing companion? — And in pro- 
portion 
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pottion to the greatneſs of the perfections 
ſhe was really miſtreſs of, would have been 
your concern and mortification, to find 
her, in ſome eſſentials, ſo inexcuſably de- 
ſectiye. 


I mention theſe particulars merely for 
your uſe; forget them if ſhe lives; but if 
you loſe her, let them never be forgotten. 
That misfortunes are bleſſings in diſguiſe, 
is an adage of ſuch reputation as to re- 
quire no comment; and, perhaps, this 
ſeeming evil may deliver you from the 
moſt ſhocking reality you ever experi- 
enced. 


Vour peace was moſt certainly in immi- 
nent danger from this lady's conduct, even 
in a ſingle ſtate; and had ſhe married you, 
and continued her flightineſs, or beſtowed 
her hand upon ſome happier rival — you 
would have conſidered a natural depriva- 
tion of her (and ſuch, however dreadful, 
is the preſent that threatens you) as a 

F 
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ſpecies of felicity in compariſon. of thoſe 


= 
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[plseady mentioned. 


I grant you, ſuch ſtrokes are not eaſily 
overcome; yet with the aſſiſtance of your 


con reaſon, and the converſation of 


friendſhip, I do hope to ſee you bear it 
with manly fortitude, I think as highly 
of Miſs Pittborough on one hand, as I 
diſapprove her on the other; and bad 
chere been any probability of her being 
your's, ſo far from pointing out, I would 


haue been the firſt to draw a veil over her 


defects. Haſten to me ſo ſoon as her fate 


is determined, and J will endeavour to re- 


ceiĩve you to mn if not e eee 
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* "LETTER XXI. 


CY | 


Mis Horcupnxs to Miſs Bixrie.w. 


VER pretty incumbrance this 
fine lady has at length rendered 
herſelf ! — She is, indeed, my dear girl, 
confined to her bed with a violent diſtem- 
per; from whence there is but little pro- 
bability of her ever 'riſing again. I am 
buried alive — we are denied to every crea- 
ture; and, as it is my mother's pleaſure to 
confine herſelf to a diſmal ſick apartment, 
I.am compelled, for the ſake of decency, 
however reluctant, to follow her example. 


Yet do not conclude that this love has 
diveſted me of humanity ; I ſhould not only 
compaſſionate this relation's ſufferings, 
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but, with the utmoſt, diligence and plea - 
ſure, endeavour to mitigate and relieve 

them, had they not been derived from ſo 

unworthy a ſource. You muſt know 
that, without any provocation upon earth, 
ſhe was pleaſed to quarrel with the co- 
lonel he, ſimpleton- like, could not con- 
ceal the uneaſineſs her behaviour gave 
him - ſhe, elated with ſucceſs, reſolved to 
give him a: proof of her power beyond 
human patience to ſupport. It was ſo 
fooliſh an affair, that I do not remember 
particulars but, contrary to her expecta- 
tion of ſeeing him at her feet, acknow- 
ledging her ſovereignty, and intreating 
forgiyeneſs, ſhe rouſed the lion in his den, he 
Halied abroad, and the wide fareft trembled 
at his roar — in other words, he was ſo 
highly provoked by her ingratitude and 
folly — that he no longer ſcrupled venting 
his due reſentment. — The pretty ſoul ſhed 
ſome/crogodile tears — he, was, within an 
ace of being ſoftened, hen ſuddenly ſhe 


bounced away with all the dignity and 


* rage 


Wel, CLIN raved '— againſt himfelf 
though you/muſt obſerve — for the dear 
creature's tears had fo effectually waſhed 
away her tranſgreſſions, that he was ready 
to hang himſelf for having forced them 
from her proud heart — I would have 
opened his eyes in a particular or two — 
but I thought he would have eat me: — I 


rcally could not have conceived that even ' 


paſſion was capable of rendering his face 


ſo deformed, had J not received ocular ' 
demonſtration. — He at length took an 
abrupt leave, curſing himſelf, his evil ſtars, 
but excluded the author of all he ſuffered | 


from every ſhare in his execrations. 


It was death to me, you may eaſily be- 


lieve, to behold ſuch a ſcene; and whilſt I 
was ng nn the firangs! witch- 
| N craft” 
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rage oſ a tragedy queen, I mean an itine- 
rant one — for there was much more of 
the lo e ae: hPa her aſpoct. Trek 


— 


H * Nn Nei! 


craft of my couſin, Ireceiyed an account 
of ber being very much indiſpoſed, and 


that ſhe had retired for che night, 


_ 


Conſcious that ſhe er no ſmall 
puniſhment for the prepoſterous part ſhe 
had acted— I could not, for my ſou] pity 
her — and did not doubt but a third part 
of the indiſpoſition was merely counter- 
feited, in order to intimidate her ſlave into 
due obedience. 


be morning arrived — ſhe obeyed the 
breakfaff ſummons, though ſhe looked like 
witch; and I am firmly of opinion had 
never cloſed her eyes the whole night. 
My mother', was ſcared at her counte- 
nance, and a profuſion of tender enquiries 
of her health (and not one reproach) was 
the conſequence, She ſaid her throat was 
much affected, and ſhe believed ſhe was in 
a \ high fever—the bell I wonder it could 


rehit, | ſuch, a tremendous pull —inſtantly 
brought 
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brought k herd ef fellows into the loom 


John was diſpatched this way, Thomas 
that — for proper aſkiſtance. 


Tube genitlemen of the faculty arrived — 
and with that conſequential air peculiar 
to their profeſſion, declared her to be far 
gone in a deſperate diſtemper. — My mo- 
ther -I thought ſhe would have fainted — 
whil{tI received the information with ſur- 
priſing magnanimity. You very high- 
ſpirited people, when free from every diſ- 
agreeable attack, are ever remarkably low 
when they conceive themſelves to be in 
danger. —Such was this lady; ſhe drooped, 
ſhe languiſhed, — Phlebotomy was judged 
requifite—her delicate apprehenſions were 
_ admirable. — My mother wiſely perſuaded 
her to have the operation performed in 
her own apartment — but no.— the par- 
Jour had its attraction the colonel would 
otherwiſe have been deprived of a thock 
his too ſimple heat was büt Ill capable of 
ſopporting. 

The 
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"The operation over the gentlemen and 
mama retired— this haughty beauty con- 
deſcended to ſift me, though with the ut- 
moſt diſtance and circumſpection, relative 
to the colonel's behaviour, LW hen people 
angle with ſuch dexterity, 'tis pity they 
ſhould be diſappointed. A ſpeech occurred 
to me, which I could have wiſhed him to 
have made: I ventured, however, to place 
it to his account — it ſhot through and 
through her gentle heart, and ſhe ſunk, 
with becoming grace, into my arms. — At 
this unlucky inſtant the enamoured youth 
ſneaked into the room — with a view, no 
doubt, to obtain a mitigation, if not an 
abſolute revocation of his cruel ſentence, 
You are no ſtranger to the manly beauty 
of his“ countenance — what a metamorphoſis 
no hunted devil ever looked like him — 
he ſtarted — he made an effort to retreat — 
but the dying fiir — with unſpeakable 
judgment opened her eyes at the very 

junQure— and beſought him to continue 
Where he was —he obeyed - who could do 
more 
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more or leſs on ſuch an occafion ? The 
ſcene was as fulſome as folly and artifice 
could render it; and, notwithſtanding all 
her complaints, I am miſtaken if the co- 
lonel was not in an infinite worſe ſtate 
than herſelf. However, as the old-faſhion- 
ed proverb ſays, Mocking is catching ; ſo 
what was at firſt little more than well- 
managed hypocriſy — has been within an 
ace of carrying her off, She continues 
ſtill in very imminent danger, and the un- 
certainty of the event—is torture to the 


colonel, 


He paſſes his hours in our parlour — 
alone, diſconfolate—and I can perceive 
that every "endeavour to amuſe, does but 


Increaſe his vexation, —But, dear crea- 
ture, how unmercifully am I treſpaſſing 


upon your time, patience, and good-na- 
ture ! But I know you will excuſe it all 
when I tell you, that it is an unſpeakable 
relief to me to communicate my ſenti- 
ments to you, as I can ſafely rely upon 

| your 
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your prudence. and confidence. —I will 
write again ſo ſoon as I come out of ſuſ- 
pence. 


CELL LCL ECL eee 


LETTER XXII. 


| LY 
Colonel DiN IE to Mr. BRooksBANK, 


STRANGE comforter thou art, truly, 
Ned! „ If ſhe dies, think unfa- 

„ yourably of her, it will leſſen your 
« affliction — if ſhe lives forget every de- 
« fe&t, and once more conſider her as 
Herfection's ſelf.” A very pretty whim- 
fical abſurd kind of a doctrine I No, Ned, 
had I moſt unhappily been deprived of her 
—our friendſhip had attained a final ter- 
mination —your prophane advice—you are 
a ſad dog but ſhe lives, the violence of 
her diſtemper is paſt, and I have no power 
e © } 


Mise PITTBOROUGH. 23 


of reſentment remaining. What happy 
proſpects break in upon me = I ſhall once 
more behold her lovely, though impaired, 
oountenance - I fhall be permitted to oon- 
verſe with her — whole hours, perhaps, 
converſe with her, and the only defect of 
her nature, the teſt of her humanity, may, 
perhaps, be more than half extinguiſhed. 
If you could but be a fpeCtator of the fans. 
cies by which I am agitated, I am con- 
vinced you would be tempted to take out a 
ſtatute of lunacy againſt me, in favour of 
my next heir. I have not yet been l- 
mitted an eye - witneſs of the return 
health, or rather retreating diſtemper of 
this miſtreſs of my affections; but I am 
ſufficiently credulous to truſt each flatter- 
ing report. I conſtantly refide in the firſt 
parlour — every foot- ſtep that I hear upon 
the ſtairs, throws me into a tumultuous 
kind of ſatisfaction. The door flies open 
Does ſhe continue in the ſame promiſing 
ſtate ? — Heaven avert every unfavourable 
oven Has ſhe: mentioned me?: — 
Does 
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Does ſhe fleep? Can ſhe eat? Are her 
looks in the ſmalleſt degree improved! 
Theſe ſucceſſive queſtions are addreſſed to 
every creature that approaches me, and on 
their retiring - the door is again ſhut to — 
I took three or four lively hops upon the 
carpet — caſt my eyes in the glaſs — ſmile 
at my frantic behaviour — open the firſt 
book I meet with— the page is dull—the 
print wretched — though I am not able to 
_ diſtinguiſh a ſingle letter. 


A ap at the door - it is the phyſician —1 
will pay my compliments — pho, no, tis 
only the apothecary — he is an honeſt 
countenanced man - it is his medicines that 
have reſtored me to new life — he ſhall 

therefore, he muſt, be my friend. 


Thus is my time ſpent, and thus ſhall I 

continue to ſpend it — until I experience 

- ſympathetic ſerenity, from beholding it in 
5 the A my ſoul doats on. | 
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"EET TER XXII. 
From the ſame; to the ſame, 


AN there, Ned, upon earth be a 
happier mortal than your friend. I 
was not even tortured with expectation; 


but the news of her being able and deſirous 


to fee me, was communicated, and I con- 
veyed to her apartment in one and the 
fame inſtant, A gentle bluſh over<ſpread? 
her countenance: when I approached; and 
I was even permitted to congratulate” her 
on her recovery, in a manner that affected 
my whole ſrame — for never till that mo- 


ment had I touched her lips. She is greatly 


reduced, languid, drooping — a {oft ſorrow 
ſteals upon my heart — but when I re- 
Vox. I. L collect 
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* was compelled. to che. but a ſhort 
viſit ; ; but ſhe kindly condeſcended to tell 
me, when T was preparing to retire, that 
it ſhould be my own fault, if I was not her 
daily vifitant: you may be certain I ſhall 
have much to anſwer for upon that ac- 
count. Kitty ſpitefully remarked — that 
it was almoſt worth dying to be ſo out- 
rageouſly lamented, —I was within an ace 
of making her a tart reply ; but judged it 
impolitic to offend her at that j uncture. 
That I could but annihilate the hours 
that lye between me and a ſecond viſit 
but, as Seriblerus obſerves, it is a very 
modeſt wiſh — conſidering of how little 
confequence one individual is in the 
whole creation, 


e burnt your laſt letter, and may 


the remembrance of it periſh with it; — it 
Sy (61 * IT 


\ 
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was a clumſy, in- digeſted production —and 
utterly unworthy of the writer: you was 
not wont to be ſo illiberal — but I forgive 
you on condition that you never ſuffer 
any future occaſion. to draw you into a like 
tranſgreſſon. A 3 


— 
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Miſs PiTTBoRoUGH to Miſs Nancy 
PITTBOROUGH. 


* 


HAVE the pleaſure to find that my 

dear ſiſter has happily been exempt, by 
my. aunt's prudence, from every anxiety 
ſhe. would infallibly have ſuffered, had 
ſhe been informed of the near approach 1 
have made to the grave. Four days my 
danger was extreme — but I am now per- 
fectly reſtored to health, though terribly 
emaciated, The valuable colonel has been 
ſo amiably interefted in my fate, that [ 
will not anſwer for the conſequences, — 
My ſtrength, both of. body and mind, is 
greatly impaired—and if he ſhould find an 
unlucky ö of renewing his i im- 


— 
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portunity, I fear I ſhould ſoon become 
0 wife 4 -A EHC 


But Kitty Hutchens will take care to 
prove an impediment to every private in - 
terview—I am greatly indebted to her you 
muſt allow, 


* * * 


T can write but little at a time; but as 
I find myſelf able to reſume my pen for a 
few moments at leaſt, — I muſt take up 
Mrs. Kitty where I ſet her down, and for 
once degrade myſelf fo far as to make her 
my principal ſubject. 8 


Methinks 'tis very odd that people can 


be ſo dull of apprehenſion as this girl 
affects to be—'tis true, my eyes at preſent 
are not very intelligent but the colonel's 
haye for theſe three days paſt moſt patheti- 
cally intreated one half hour“ S tete- d- tcte — 
Of however, remains callous, | and he 
L 3 myſt 
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"muff ſubmit. 1 fan ncy my difpoſiti tion has 


"undergone an equal change with my per- 
ſon, by my late illneſs'— I ſeem not to 
have one flighty inclination left — it muſt 
be confeſſed I am far from the ſame wo- 
man in any reſpect my complexion my 
whole countenance is deprived of all that 
ever was agreeable in it: — but as my ad- 
mirer has frequently declared, that perſon 


| was. but a ſecond or third conſideration 


with him you know I can be in no dan- 
ger of loſing him — a ſoldier muſt be inca- 
pable of making à diſhonourable retreat, 
But however he may be ſatisfied with my 
vHutſide + how will he rejoice at the happy 


- alteration within? —Inſtead of finding me 


a3 heretofore froward, frolickſome, and fo 
forth if I ſhould become the meek docile 
animal both he and you have ſo induſtri- 
ouſly laboured to render me! . You muſt 
de ſenſible; that notwithſtanding your ar- 


guments were very prettily urged — and 


A adinitably ſupported, that they could 
_—_ means fo "conviticiog as an attack 


* upon 


— 
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upon the health, —We immediately become 
detached from a world we are unable 
longer to enjoy; and I fear much good 
reſignation. deſerves no better name, than 


making a virtue of neceſſity. 
Wedneſday. 


Miſs Kitty at laſt, contrary to her in- 
clination, has been compelled to gratify 
the colonel's moſt earneſt deſire — nor has 
he failed to make due advantage of it. I 
have no power of reſiſtance left — he bore 
all before him — and found me ſo paſſive, 
ſo encouraging (not to give it a. worſe 
name) that he ventured to lay his whole 
heart before me, 


As to my abated charms—he eſteemg it 
a moſt happy circumſtance: my loſs is ſo 
trifling, in compariſon, of his gain, that, 
excepting the pain I endured, he ſhall ever 

L 4 re- 
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remember it with heart - felt ſatis faction. 
He even went ſo far as to mention con- 
ſulting my aunt reſpecting deeds (of pur- 
chaſe, Nancy, ö though he did not give 
them that odious name) talked of ſpending 
ſome time at his country houſe— many 
improvements to be made there — ſhady, 
walks —elegant alcoves —inviting ſtreams 
— and a moſt lovely companion. 


I could not deny but it was all very 
pretty — but as the road lay, I had ob- 
jections — a church ! — a ceremony! -I 
could not eaſily reconcile myſelf, eſpecially 
as I felt a kind of natural antipathy at that 
juncture to travelling. But I had reaſon 
to apprehend, from his ſmiling counte- 
nance, that my looks did not give much 
ſtrength to my expreſſions — and he ſtill 
n. in the ſame dull ſtrain. 


The ſubject bk * n in its 
nature — no wonder I was overcome. [ 


bepprd' him to tetire — whilſt I indulged 
the 
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the ſoſt / invitation — and ſo ſoon as La- 
waked L would let him know. N ass 3 


** 
-1UQ 10 25900 20118 291075 D 34e 


He vs all obedienca - pleaſure glowed 
upon his cheek; and I dare believe that 
we were equally happy in our ſeparate, as 
we had been in our united ſtate: for my 
on part I acknowledge I never enjoyed a 
ſweeter repoſe, and found myſelf quite a 
new creature. A ray of my former viva- 
city began to dawn upon my heart = that 
beat with unaccuſtomed vigour : but ob+ 
ſerve, Mrs. Anne, I nevertheleſs continued 
the ſame harmleſs, paſſive creature as be- 
fore—except, indeed, a ſenſe of obligation, 
uncommen to my breaft, that occaſioned 
me ſome little agitation. \ I was ſo con- 
deſcending as to remember the promiſe 1 
had made my companion; —therefore ſent. 
for him ſo ſoon as I had recollected my- 
ſelf a few minutes, and compoſed my dreſs. 
— He made his appearance in a twink 
received many handſume profeſſions of wy 
gratitude — for as I was: convinced the reſt 

J had 


8. 'F $ 0% nieren 4 
J had experienced was owing chiefly to 
his converſation, I did not ſcruple to ac- 
knowledge it. My fine ſpeeches had not, 
however, the moſt elevating effect upon 
him: — I pitied his pride and ſtupidity; - 
for really, my dear, the man looked as if 
he either could not comprehend me — or 
was at a loſs to determine whether I meant 
to compliment or affront him, by telling 
him that he had talked me to ſleep, 


I ſhall to-morrow-dine in the parlour, 
and begin to breathe ſomewhat at Jarge. — 
J have been all ſubmiſſion hitherto to all 
their preſcriptions; — but I ſhall ſoon caſt 
off the trammels, and judge for myſelf, 
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Miſs Nancy PiTTBOROUGH to Miſs 
| PiTTBOROUGH. 


Tremble, my * girl, but to think 
of the danger you have eſcaped 
What then ſhould J have felt had I been 
appriſed of your labouring under it? As 
Providence has graciouſly ſpared you,, my 
aunt's conduct cannot juſtly be condemned 
— but had you been loſt to us for ever, 
what amends could ſhe have made me, for 
depriving me of my ſhare of neceſſary at- 
tendance, and taking a laſt farewel of one 
ſo tenderly beloved? I cannot foi bear re- 
ſuming my former employment, of endea- 
vouring to open your eyes to ſome evils 
rae * ſeem to threaten you; it is a 
| part 
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part os friendſhip not to be eaſily diſpenſed 
with. Your: heart, my love, has, by no 
means received either a due impreſſion of 
the mercies you have experienced, or of 
the inſtability of human felicity. Is it 
not aſtoniſhing that, ſuſceptible as you are 
in general, you ſhould be callous here? - 
But no, your giddy imagination preſents 
you with no other idea of what is paſt — 
than a common incident, as likely to have 
befallen any other perſon as yourſelf. — But, 
believe me, ſuch judgments are highly er- 
roneous: if we are to conſider ourſelves as 
under the immediate protection and direc- 
tion, of an all- wiſe Power, — can we con- 
ceive that whatever ſeeming accidents reach 
us, have no further meaning in them, than 
merely affecting our corporeal part: —* a 
ſparrow cannot ſall tothe ground without 
ig the permiſſion of its creator: — will we 
ben deen nee leſs value than they? 
BOT 16 IC 1] gu YO rig T 
10 A oriktation of the kind you have. * 
with, could not be more eſſential for any 
human 
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human pole than yourſelf; I with I could 
add falutary ut the ſame time; the emi- 
nence of pleaſure you had nttained the 
bloominig graces of your petſon and the 
idle admiration by which you was ſur- 
rounded, contributing to 1 you that 
you's was more Hh ar 


But yt the fudden change ought to 
have furniſhed you with a new ſet of ſen- 
timents, — How could you withſtand ſuch 
palpable conviction of the inſufficiency of 
youth, proſperity, and adulation, to pre- 
ſerve you from the hand of fickneſs, or the 
jaws of death. Notwithſtanding this ſub- 
jet. may not be ſo entertaining as many 
others, do not treat it with diſguſt or diſ- 
regard; for none can exceed it in im- 
portance. © Vou would moſt certainly 
have committed ſome groſs error, to the 
deſtruQion of your peace, if not your re- 
putation, had you not been ſo happily pre- 
vented — and you ought to eſteem all you 
have nn as” 1 * fortunate of 

fI6 1 5 | - 101 © © eyents. 
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miſtaken girl, to reap all the benefit the 
bleffing is capable of. — Avoid every return 
to error, as you would a poiſoned dart — 
accuſtom yourſelf to weigh and deliberate 
your future ſteps + and then, and then 
only, will your beart remain a ſtranger to 
repentance. But ſhould you relapſe upon 
the re- eſtabliſiment of your health into 
your wonted giddy courſe — you will not 
only loſe the moſt yaluable of lovers —but 
become an object of general contempt. 
Perhaps my letter, if you do vouchſafe it 
a reading, may produce the ſame drowſy 
effects as the colonel's converſation :— but 
take my word for it, they are equally cal- 
culated to promote. your real happineſs. — 
Liſten, therefore, for the time to come, 
with an ear of complacence to his honeſt 
rational propoſals, and beſtow a favourable 
eye upon my epiſtles. We could, in a very 
ſhort time, convince. Jou, if you would 
but diveſt yourſelf of vain and abſurd: pre- 
judices, that you have hitherto been merely 
1 graſping 
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graſping a ſhadow,/ and have moſt blame 
ably negtected u nn. | 5 L 0 
110101 Y19V9. DIG A to 91ds0 in. 


Cuſtom can teeotlets us to evil — nor 
is its power leſs prevalent with reſpe& to 


what is good. Do not ſuffer ſo ineſtimable 8 


a gem as your excellent underſtanding, to 
be loſt, or, at beſt, abuſed, in your poſ- 
ſeſſion . If you are inclined to call in its 
aſſiſtance, it will enable you to live a liſe 


of reaſon; but, uſeleſs as you render it at 


preſent, and ſeemingly inactive, be aſſured 
it will revive to add a poignance to the re- 


proaches of conſcience, and prove your 
greateſt torment. I ſuppreſs the further | 


dictates of my heart to prevent your being 
wearied, and will only renew this fubjea, 
at your own requeſt (a pleaſure I fear 4 


8 


ſhall not ſoon receive) or upon ſome ne- 


provocation — and I will only add, that 


your happineſs is my happineſs — nor can | 
mortification or diſappointment affect you, 


without-my participation. You have ever 


—_— 


loved Seen then wound the in my 
gaiqleng | tendereſt 
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tendereſt part? F could forgive, I could 
ſupport your negle& of me; but I ſhal} 
never be equal to your misfortunes. 


J have been a wife a fortnight this day, 
and little did 1 imagine the unfavourable 
auſpices under which my change of con- 
dition commenced : — but I am not natu- 
rally ſuperſtitious; and if I was, I could 
find no evil omen in your prefervation, 
My father is happy in his ſon, and his 
fon exults in the new relation he has ac- 
quired : — their diſpoſitions are ſo exactly 
fimilar, and the deſire of promoting each 
other's feticity, fo reciprocal, that the diſ- 
parity of their age is perſectly loſt. You 
may conceive my feelings, as you ate well 
acquainted with my tenderneſs for both; 
nor do I apprehend any other interruption 
to our general ſatisfaction, than what we 
may derive from you. I mention that 
.Gircumitance as a further ſtimulative to 
your locking about you, as I know you 
n to an . and that how- 

2 ever 
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ever prodigal you might be inclined to be, 
reſpecting your own ſtore, you would be a 
miſer of another's property. 


OOO 
LETT ER: EVI, 


Colonel DincLty to Mr. BRooKsBANK. 


OU complain of neglect — why faith, 
Ned, I beg your pardon ; but my 
hours are at preſent ſo agreeably taken up, 
that I have ſcarcely one to throw away 
upon any occaſion. But don't let it affect 
you, .my boy ; for in every other — 1 
am as much yours as ever. | 


0 nove half inclined to flatter myſelf 
that my difficulties are at an end; this 
amiable woman is, in every particular, ſo 
"ay 5 have free leave to purſue 

VoI. I, M the 
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the dictates of my heart prattle love 
without interruption or reſtraint, and have 
a ſair proſpect of prevailing upon her to 
be mine, before ſhe can receive any fur- 
ther contamination. Her vivacity, in- 
deed, is ſo far recovered, that I could not 
anſwer for the conſequence if ſhe was to 
get looſe in her ſingle ſtate —ſhe certainly 
18 not accountable to any one for her ac- 
tions — and ſhe is not of a diſpoſition to 
ſubmit to impertinent controul. But if 
once, her fate was united to mine, I am 
convinced that the gentleſt perſuafions 
would be ſufficient to preſerve her from ir- 
regularities; my authority, as I myſelf 
ſhould never preſume-upon it, would have 
the greater weight with her, and her gra- 
titude effect more than a thouſand argu- 
ments. How can I be ſurpriſed at the 
lengths her vivacity tranſports her, when 
even my ſedateneſs is but a poor ſecurity 
for me, when exalted by her approbation : 
with her it is a conſtitutional, with me 


only an occaſional animation. The ſtrength 
| of 
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of it, therefore, muſt be extreme, and the 
merit of: having it under due regulation, 
unſpeakable. She is at preſent exempt 
from every care: no demands upon her 
tenderneſs — no demands upon her pru- 
dence — no demands upon her condeſcen- 
ſion. But when once initiated into the 
amiable characters of the wife and mo- 
ther, ſhe would find full exertion for them 
all. O Ned ! Can you have forgotten the 
deſeription I gave you of her when at the 
play? Has ſhe not lovely ſenfibility ? — 
Did not her tears, judiciouſly beſtowed, 
bear teſtimony of the goodneſs of her diſ- 
poſition ? The innocent diſtreſs of the 
children—the heart-rending ſorrow of the 
parent - did they not ſuitably affect her? — 
Ah, ſhe felt it all ! — and hiding her face 
to conceal the beautiful effects of her hu- 
manity, made me wholly her's. Mrs. 
Hutchens and I have formed a plot upon 
her excellent niece: — her ſentiments and 
mine perfectly correſpond —ſhe will ſee but 
little company —ſhe will give into but few 

M 2 parties, 
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parties, unn 1 2 TAI the preſent 
of her hand. — The buſtle of preparations, 
it is hoped, will prove. ſufficient amuſe. 
ment; — and I'll venture to truſt her with 
her own conduct afterwards. As to you, 
Mr, Edward, I expect your preſence upon 
the occaſion, with every eſſential to do 
your friend honour: no excuſes you can 
offer will be accepted: — your miſtreſs's 
conſtancy cannot be ſuſpected — and your 
ſeparation, for a ſhort period, will but 
tend to augment. the happineſs of your 
future interviews, 


| i 
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Miſs PirrBO ROUGH to Miſs Nancy 
PIiTTBOROUGH, 


OW unfortunate, my dear ſiſter, 

that your very inſtructive, your va- 
luable epiſtle ſhould reach me in ſuch an 
hour of gaiety, as to anſwer no other pur- 
poſe than to make you appear to my im- 
agination as a mere Hottentot. 


And ſo you would ſeriouſly perſuade me 
that I am reſtored to health for no other 
purpoſe than, as a proof of my gratitude, 
&c. &c. to become as gloomy and ſancti- 
fied as yourſelf ? 


Notwithſtanding all the ſuſpicions you 
ſo wiſely and civilly entertain of the un- 
M 3 ſoundneſs 
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e of my heart, give me leave to 
tell your matronly ladythip, that I am no 
more capable of rendering myſelf a ſimilar 
being to you, with reſpect to outward ap- 
pearance, than it is poſſible for you to ex- 
change your diſpoſition for ſuch a one as 
mine; and yet I am bold to affirm that! 
have a due ſenſe of the bleſſing I have re- 
covered; and, as a proof of my ſetting a 
Juſt value upon it, I mean to enjoy it to 
the utmoſt, 


My * diſcreet aunt, and the ſober 
deſigning colonel, I find have united forces 
in order to matronize me, thereby hoping 
to clip the wings of my vivacity, and qua- 
lify me for the domeſtic hop, — What ob- 
ligations do I not owe them for their kind 
intentions? though I cannot entirely ſub- 
ſcribe to the admirable. meaſures they ſeem 
diſpoſed to purſue. 


And is liberty then ſo light a conſidera- 


tion with them and you, as to be ſacrificed 
to 
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to ſuch narrow views, as making a pud- 
ding? — How I contemn your little mind- 
nefs'!—No, it is the ſoul of a and 
* hot n — 


Vou are really a very pretty advocate for 
the matrimonial cauſe. My father is turn- 
ed threeſcore. — < Well, ſays you, I am ſo 
ce happy, it is impoſſible for me to deſcribe 
« how happy I am. —My huſband and fa- 
« ther are ſo much alike, that bating a few 
c wrinkles, you might miſtake the one for 
ec the other.” A moſt amazing ſatisfaQion, 
upon my word, to ſo young a woman ! — 
But now your elderly appearing gentle- 


men would by no means (ſuit me: -I am 


for an animated, not an inanimate being— 
one who could fly, not hobble, to protect 
me in caſe of danger— who could be learn- 
ed with the learned — amuſing with the 
gay — a handſome figure in every perſon's 
eſtimation — and maſter of an arm, fo well 
_— as to be able to break my bones 

M 4 upon 
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upon ſuitable provocation. Still . can 
it have any charms? nim 


My dear, Iam quite of your opinion.” 
&« Ah, my love, I knew thou wouldſt; for 
&© we never diſagree.” 1 


How fulſome — how odious ! — 


* * 1 infiſt upon your compli- 
cc ance.” 


« Sir, you miſtake, your power is not 
6 rr ſo abſolute.“ 


4 Madam, I would adviſe you not to 
& be too agent of 


9: „Ob, fir ! fo well bred a gentleman 
ce can never forget the treatment due to a 
<« lady.” 


<< But, madam, if you are pleaſed to 
6c 1 n wich N character, 
J\ WITT & 6c you 
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« yow ought not to be ſurpriſed if I deviate 


« from mine.“ 


« Yes, fir; my ſurpriſe would be un- 
« ſpeakable, as I am only a weak frail 
« woman, you one of the lords of the 
« creation,” 


There's the life of living for you ! have 
you any thing in your humdrums that can 
come in competition with it! 


But, to be ſerious, I muſt acknowledge 
that this colonel poſſeſſes a moſt extrava- 
gant ſhare of my good opinion: —his ten- 
derneſs, his complaiſance, are not without 
their beauties : — but a huſband, my dear, 
is ſo prepoſterous a being — ſo like the 
giant, with his ſeven-leagued boots, that 
our nurſery maid uſed to tell us of, that I 
own I am terrified at the bare idea of ſuch 
a huge mortal falling to my lot. Then you 
muſt haye no eyes, nor, ears, but for this 
maſter of your fate: — you muſt never 

be 
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be weary of liſtening to his nauſeous tales, 
wherein he, the hero, has performed ſuch 
wonderful atchievements as requires your 
whole ſtock of credulity to believe only 
the third part: — you muſt model 
your perſon, both dreſs and addreſs, to 
his pretty fancy, and twenty to one but 
his grandmother's poke — may enjoy a 
larger ſhare of his approbation, than his 
mother's pinners : — you muſt conform 
to his hours — yawn when he yawns 
— retire when he retires, or perhaps barely 

eſcape ſuffocation, by fitting a whole even- 
ing under a cloud of his raifing. — Oh, 
I could never endure it! 


Or, in all probability, as the man choſen 
for me is a ſoldier, he would have the mo- 
deſty to requeſt me to turn campaigner :— 
fo loving, how could one refuſe ? To be 
ſure the inconvenience of travelling, and 
the hardy accommodations of a tent—the 
hazard of being ſurpriſed 'by the enemy 
into a ſtate of captivity, or having a bullet 
diſpatch 


L ales, 


ſuch 
Your 
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diſpatch, one in one's ſleep, are circum- 
ſtances by no means inviting : — but then 
our fond huſband cannot bear a ſepara- 
tion; and our hearts are too tender to 
deny them any thing. | 


Perhaps the ſeveral officers belonging to 
the corps, when no immediate danger was 
apprehended, might be permitted to ſpend 
the evening with their colonel and his 
lady: — the honour how great to them — 


the happineſs how extreme to us: — a re- 


laxation from their fatigue — a cordial to 
their commander's ſpirits - who cracks his 
bottle and his joke with equal humour, 


They have their jeſt, in return, a little 
tawdry or ſo; — but who could reſtrain 
them, when, in all probability, they might 


have but few days to live? 


Oaths are ſhocking to ears that are not 
properly ſeaſoned ; — but if a man could 


not tell his ſtory (a good one too in every 


other 
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alien reſpect) wichous fuch embelliſh 
ments — why you know — it would be 
cruel to deprive him of his ſatisfa&tion, or 
oneꝰs- ſelf of the beſt entertainment a camp 
could afford. The ſignal is given for en- 
gaging: — the parting is very pathetic, —[ 
weep! — he ſighs l - but muſt tear him- 
ſelf from me. The guns rattle in my ears 
lam ready to die with apprehenſion: — 
but ſoon after, my huſband returns victo- 
rious, with only the loſs of his thumb: — 
the fight of blood is more than I can ſup- 
port: — I faint ; + my hero laughs: — the 
wound is dreſt, and we return to our na- 
tive country. 


A knightſhip is the conſequence of this 
noble enterprize. — I ſhared the fatigue — 
andnow ſhare the glory likewiſe, . Your 
ladyſhip!” — What a deſperate pretty ſound 
—eſpecially as it was obtained only by my 
huſband's' depriving ' a few miſerable 
wretches of their lives, at the immenſe 
ſmall hazard of his own. Wherever I go 

I am 
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a v3 21H 387 ö 
I am perſectly idolized. — * Your lady- 
« ſuip muſt have ſeen à vaſt deal of the 
N | — won voy vd 7 
19581211861 
10 0 ig hoody ſcenes have but 
« little to amuſe. 


40 dean, your ladyſhip! — I wonder 
« you did not die upon the ſpot.” 


His knightſhip is promiſed a handſome 
poſt as the reward of his valour : — but a 
peace enſues — the miniſtry is changed 
and he finds himſelf ſunk into oblivion,” 
He exalts his voice whereſoever he comes: 
—fights his battles over and over again 
whilſt I give the confirming Yes to all that 
he is pleaſed to relate. His efforts, how- 
ever, prove ineffectual: — his country 
wants his ſervice no longer: — and who 
remembers what is paſt ? He has the mor- 
tification to ſee his head taken down from 
every petty ale-houſe — for the more im- 
re of 1 honour to the 

| v4 414 10 1: member 
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member of a neighbouring county; — or, 
perhaps, only replacing a new painted 
grinning Saracen. — He, in ſhort, has no- 
thing for it, but to fly to his patrimony in 
Wiltſhire — teach his children to avoid 
public ſpiritedneſs, if they would avoid ill. 
treatment and diſappointment — and herd 
with every thick-headed ſquire within fifty 
miles round. 


I, his ſpouſe, have by this time paſſed my 
meridian — collect a ſtring of uſeful re- 
ceipts — make poſſet diinks — prepare 
ſalves, &c. &c.—I have enough upon my 
hands: — my huſband ſoured by neglect 
himſelf — neglects me alſo — except when 
returns of the gout make him ſenſible I am 
one degree better than common lumber, — 
He is, at length, taken off by an uncom- 
monly ſevere attack — and does not leave 
me one fix-pence more than my jointure ; 
—and, having educated his heir (my eldeſt 
cub) agreeable to his own taſte and prin- 
ciples, he even thinks that too much for 

me. 
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me. — Thus, Nancy, I who now (how- 
ever qualified by nature) ſhine in the box, 
and ſparkle at the ball = by a too early 
facrifice of my liberty, and adherence to a 
ſet of formal romantic notions of dutiful- 
neſs, lovingneſs, &c. &c. ſhould paſs my 
days without enjoyment — die in obſcu- 
rity — unpitied, unlamented, by even the 
very beings I had given life to, — If 
you can expect me to fall in love with 
ſuch a piece, you are by no means the girl 
I take you for: — but, alas ! that appella-. 
tion no longer ſuits you, and I know not 
what judgment to form of you in other 
particulars, 
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LETTER xxviI. 


=o 


Prom the ſame," to the ſame, 
Foreſee a rupture of no ſmall conſe- 
quence is at hand: — my aunt bears 

all before her the jeweller — the mercer 
_ the millener, &c. &c. are ſucceſſively rap- 
ping at the door the whole morning long. 
NN are denied to every one, my old 
admirer, fir Matthew, in particular: — 

* 2 Regt this conduct to rouſe the ſpirit of 

a rheeKer woman than myſelf, — But | 

hf further, nay an irreſiſtible ſti- 

c mulative: — for Miſs Kitty, (1 am infi- 

Rely" obiiged to her upon this occafion, 

"*Howhher) by revealing the train of their 


meaſures to her | favobifite" Abigail, i in 2 
Wa 4 private 
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private tste-à - tote (when I was ſuppoſed to 
be at too great a diſtance to reap any bene- 
fit) has enabled me to counterwork them 
in every mean particular. 


What! is it then judged neceſſary to 
confine me to a dark room, in order to ſuc- 
ceed in their darker purpoſes ? But I will 
burſt out when they leaſt expect it. If 
1 expreſs an inclination to go any where, 
the anſwer is, My dear, you are yet 


too weak to bear much fatigue—we 


“ will make a little party at home. — 
Kitty, indeed, is engaged ; but the 
<« colonel and Mrs. Hobbes (a woman 
<< only ten years older than herſelf): will 
«<< complete a fett.” — So down we fit 
ſhuMing and cutting now the cards and 
now a harmleſs joke—until the noiſy hall- 
clock diſtinctiy deals us out ten ſober 
frrokes, —when I am hurried to my apart- 


ment, as if my very fate was hinged upon 


that ſingle period, 


Vor. I. N f oe 


4538 QHTben Hus ro of 1 1/ 


-- Aeyeo promiſe myſel6d. would at leaſt 
renaunoe my virgin ſtate with all poſſible 
eclat; - hut, inflead;of fulfilling that pro- 
miſe, if I do not ſpaedily exert myſelf, 
I ſhall be huddled into a wife and there's 
an end of me. | 

b ee afli pct gigeal} a © | 

I cannot but be higbig diverted. at ite 
ſurprize-I ſhall gccalion, them, —My auat 
will, piqully, lift up her-hands—the colo- 
nel, bleſs us! how he will rave—and the 
ſullen Kitty perhaps once more attempt 
to be ſmart. * Tis, pity, though, to diſ- 
appoint all their flattering expectations. — 
Lam ſo very gaod-natured, caſy, and all 
that, chat I could almoſt find in my heart 
to become the dupe of their clumſy arti- 
fice, rather than give them pain. But 
then I recollect that ſuch paſſiveneſs would 
but ill-ſuit the, martial character of my 
future huſband ; therefore an 
relglutjon,of HARING tr. nell n bo 

en YC wor esob bas son 194 10 £7 
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How ſhall 4 break the ice ? Suppoſe — 


no, that will never do; I muſt not over 
ſhoot myſelf, or I ſhall indeed give them 
the advantage, and prepare a 1 = 
canes eee, Bini beiti ad 


renne 


I will only intimate to the porter ſome 
enſuing day (flipping 'a trifle at the ſame 
time into his hand) that my aunt no 
longer requires him to deny her to com- 
mon viſitants, as I am now too well re- 
covered to be affected by it. I know the 
old lady's whimſical” notions too well to 
apprehend being betrayed to the fellow; 
for whatever diſpleaſure ſhe may pleaſe to 
let fall upon my devoted head, ſhe would 
rather die than expoſe the folly and infir- 
mities of hex Rey, to her ſervants! '/ 


9 
1 


' How wilting the Walt The 
colonel and 'T are tete-a-tete (for this 
good gentlewoman has not forgotten the 
days of her youth, and does now by us, 

as' ſhe would have wiſhed at that period 

N 2 to 
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to ſhavti been done by, moſt: kindly with- 
drawing to her cloſat ſoon after the cloth 
is removed.) Well, ae L as ſaying; we 
are tete à - tete the ſame tale on his part, 
the uſual attention on mine. A loud Tap 
at the door no matter, the porter has 
orders to admit no company when in 


hobbles moſt a or 
lant. D ionen. i 80 


214 


1 I. 28 if 7 new | life from his pre- 
ſence, give him the kindeſt of recepti- 
ons z— then, ſmiling, accuſe him of ne- 
gle ct, in not waiting upon me ſooner — 
proteſting him, the man on earth 1 moſt 
wiſhed to ſee... He, kifling my | band, juf- 

bi his own, innocence, convinces me, 
from Ml immoderate . circum- 
ſtances, that not a day paſſed without his 
fight DS. at my door, —with many pretty, 
5 aſing, genteel intimations of al be 


ſuffered q for my, fake, | 114 18 [ 


ON] ; 140 200060 5000 
1 dd Sense he all dees forget that 
any one is preſent but ourſelves . until. 


in 


wy * 4 
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in eendiiAing!ame to chair, we ſtumble 
agualnſt the poor petrified: colonel, who. is 
ſo/ apparently chagrined; confounded, mor- 
tified,” and aſtoniſhed, that we are terri- 
fied at his countenance. I recommend 
the breathing of à vein, as the beſt relief 
for a ſudden ſtupor, or fit of inſenſibility 
hen the paſſionate creature — no longer 
able to contain himſelf— with a wild look, 
and threatening voice, vows never to ſee 
me more - and immediately 2855 out of 
the apartment, | 


We laugh aloud, in order to incteaſe 
his fury—ſit down to piquet—and have 
got through three cool pleaſant games, 
before my aunt, with her high-ſwelled 
features, vouchſafes to join us. She caſts 
many bitter and reproachful glances at 
me. I ſhrug my ſhoulders, as a token 
of my ignorance of her meaning : —ſhe 
ſits the baronet out, (though ſeated upon 
thorns): when ſhe pours, forth ſo. tre- 


806015: f hectuba tha L either am (or 
N 3 affect 
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affect to be) miſerably ſhocked (can ſe. 
verity ſuit with delicacy ?)—complain of 


faintneſs—and am for hurrying to my 


But ſhe, apprehenſive of ſome bad con- 
ſequence, prevents my deſign; and, re- 
laxing her features, ſoftening her accent, 
and preſenting me with a few decent 
ſpeeches, foothes me not only into com- 
poſure, but prevails upon me to pardon 
her. The colonel too is conſidered as a 


firſt-rate offender — but by the good lady's 


interceffion, and a profuſion of acknow- 


ledgments and conceſſions on his part, is 


* once more reſtored to favour - and ſo the 


frolic endes. 


The matrimonial preparations are ſuſ- 


pended, as they are apprehenſive of teaz- 


ing me, if they introduce the ſubject 
to ſoon by which means I diſentangle 


myſelf from their ſnares; — and if I am 


wer fo far ms $4 again = why ſet me 


down 


| ſe. 
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doyn, for, any thing, Every a 


ERS oh, raw old 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Mig ici to Miſs Naxcy PIitT- 
| BOROUGH, 


AM ſorry, my dear couſin, to diſ- 

turb your preſent felicity with ſuch 
diſagreeable news as I have to communi- 
cate but, as Mamma ſays, you muſt 
know it—and therefore the ſooner the 
better. 


Indeed I was always concerned to ſee 


the intolerable flightineſs of my couſin's 
behaviour, though I was far from ſuſpect- 
ing what it would produce. O how I 
5 * heard her declaim for an hour toge- 


N4 ther 
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ther upon the beauty of honour, and'the 
felicity of a conduct that merited no re-. 
proachiz- but they were not the ſenti- 
ments of her heart, it is pretty plain, or 
ſhe would never have permitted her wed- 
ding-cloaths'to be made for one n | 
and * eee Meld - 5/9 
And * a man too it is | the _ ied 
ed, — that half the ladies have been pulling 
caps for! I think I may venture to ſay, 


ſhe did not know what ſhe would have,. — 


and dearly perhaps repents by this time; 
but her pride will never ſuffer her to ac- 
knowledge it. 8 J 


No other man would have borne the 
treatment the colonel has received from 
her; —but he would believe it was all 
harmleſs giddineſs, and that matrimony 
would perfectly reclaim her: I am miſ- 
taken, but it does with a witneſs She 
went off but this very morning: we ſuſ- 
9 18 the companion of her 

flight, 
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"the WW flightp but are far from being at any:cers 
(re. taiptys-—but you ſhallt hear from us again 
1170 ſo ſoon ag we are able to obtain ſome ſa- 
or tis factory information. Lethink tis pity 
edu ſhe ever came to London: ſhe might, per- 


n, haps, have avoided every error under my 
| uncle's obſervation» and protection; but 
ſhe was ſo ſet up in this place with the 


t- idle homage her perſon (from being new) 
g procured her, that it is no wonder her 
, head was at laſt affected. Make proper 


tenders of my duty and reſpects, and be- 
lieve me to be upon this occaſion moſt 
ſincerely concerned for your uneaſineſs, aa 

1 ans Kc. O 
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L E TT E R XXX. 


Mi. Nene Eirrpancpen to Mrs, 
HuTcHEns., 

EAR madam, I intreat you will ex- 

| plain by the very return of the poſt, 

what misfortune. has befallen my poor 
- miſtaken fifter. How could Miſs Kitty 
be ſa little ſenſible of our affection for the 
dear fugitive, as to intermix the moſt 
cruel reflections with a piece of intelligence 

that has wrung all our hearts? 


My ſiſter (unhappy though ſhe may 
he) poſſeſſed many valuable perfections, 
at leaſt the; had a nature ſoft and open to 
diſtreſs. Had Miſs Kitty erred, ſhe would 


| » generouſly have extenuated (not malici- 
oully 


4 j 
oY o : * 
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ouſly aggravated) the matter; and from 
feeling herſelf, wou d not have wounded 
her friends ſo mercileſsly, Never let her 
write again: her language is the language 
of the envious and malevolent. 


Excuſe me, my dear aunt ; I have all 
the reſpect for you that your goodneſs de- 
mands ; — but I. cannot tolerate the pert 
and illiberal, let them be whomſoever 
they A | | 4 4 

4 
Pity our diſtreſs, forgive my petulance, 
for never mother loved a child with more 
tenderneſs or partiality than I my ſiſter ,— 
Reſtore her to us, if poſſible, ſingle; let 
her not become a prey to ſome infinuating 
wretch, who muſt have ſtrangely mis. led 
her. 


Write, write, my good madam) by the 
firſt opportunity. I cannot leave my fa- 
ther; or I myſelf would endeavour to re- 

cover ber; ſhe is a jewel of ineſtimable 
, value, 
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Lady SanxsEY to Miſs Nancy" Pirr- 
BOROUGH. | 


4 1 1890 mp vo» Ay 3418 16 910 


W HAT have I done? Oh my alen 

my folly, pride, and ingratitude, 
have at laſt planted daggers | in my breaſt, 
an 1 fear the breaſts of hae the ends like- 


£21 38 9 
wile. to nem 4 
2motbned £ 501 0% | 16 


10But: it is paſt, 8 * nd 
Ewillendeavour to make the only atone- 
ment in my power, — bearing the bitter 
conſequence with tolerable patience and 
wſotudbn;<—Refolution'! what a dread- 
fulrnfounti! I have deprived myſelf of the 
on: may on earth I ever could love 
chrom away my perſon and happineſs 
25 upon 


912 


the elopement myſelf - merely forthe plea- 
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wall one Lhatg l and tan talk oſ reſobis- 


tion. But I will be compoſedg Þ might 
have taken a worſe ſtep.-Sir Matthew 

is not, SES geſpicable as .L have depicted 
him —He is barely turned of forty ; but 
having lived. pretty freely, and being na- 
turally 1 » he is by no means 


an eligible figure. 


M 


O miſery ! the load was — but the 
conflict is over, and he muſt no longer 
be maſter of my heart. A 

891. Maget! - geg 

Sir Matthew's . very — 
ble, and I do believe he is a man of ho- 
nour, He has promiſed me a handſome 
fettlement ſo ſoon as L amoof age; but 
can he heal Vet why: accuſe him I 
only was to blame. -I almoſt propoſed 


ſure of being purſued ; but my puniſhment 
uit; and will not repine. Heavens! 
what Wil become of me? how ſhalt I 
bear the inevitable, the killing effects of 

2901, the 
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the connection I have entered into ? $i; 
Matthew my huſband ! —I cannot ſurvive 
the thought !—but it will not, cannot be 
diſſolved, verge death alone has rn to 
releaſe me. NI FE x7 


That I had, but the boſom of friend. 
ſhip to repoſe myſelf upon, though but 
for a ſhort period -I might perhaps re- 
cover my reaſon —become capable of, re- 
collection — and at length reſigned. 


1 Matthew has it in his own breaſt 
at this juncture either to fix my eſteem 
or eternal diſguſt, by the uſe he makes 
of the authority I have inveſted him with. 
Af he; compels me to live with him in 
my preſent diſpoſition of mind, he is 2 
monſter, and I; ſhall — but I am at his 
mercy, and muſt abide by every horrid 
conſequence. Adieu, my deareſt ſiſter; 
my only conſolation is, that you have 
ſecured your happineſs by your prudence, 
and I cam only lament my not having fol- 
lowed fo worthy an example. 
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LETTER XXXII. 


10.0 


Colonel Dörr to Mr. BROORSBANE. 


OW little do we know of our- 

ſelves, or what we. are, or are not 
capable of enduring in this life ! —I that 
was for dying if Miſs Pittborough was not 
reſtored to me, have been enabled to ſurvive 
a more terrible on; erg: 


O Ned, 1 have indeed loſt her, loſt 
the woman J loved better than ny on 


ſoul; yet T am neither ſank to the grave, 
nor are my ſenſes in the leaſt impaired. 


che has dealt cruelly by me, - yet may 
every good angel protect her, and ſoften 


the miſery IJ have too much reaſon to ap- 


prehend ſhe Has prepared for herſelf! © / 
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. She. did not hate me; — her eyes have 
ſpoke the contrary a thouſand times: 
yet ſhe has torn herſelf from me for ever, 
and given 3 my ever- 
3 — | | 


i wiſh, I, could be ſufficiently maſter 
of myſelf to give you an account of the 
horrid affair; — but I am unequal to it at 
preſent : —tenderneſs and reſentment rend 
me in pieces. —I muſt rave. 


if * « * 
> ” 2 ; - 
. 1 | ' 


It is not a ſubject that can ever be 
. handled. cooly; years and years muſt pals 
defore that period arrives. — So lovely, 
ſo encouraging, ſo ſeemingly ſincere !— 
. bo. neat the ſummit of all I wiſhed!— 

What a deſperate. ſhock muſt I not have 

received - But Kitty, Kitty cauſed my 

Aeration ; — and may. I never, behold 
der more, and. J will, eh s to 
* curſe her too bitterly, 2... | a 
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Laye Vou may remember the ſcheme T told 

* you Mrs. Hutchens and I had formed. — 
That fatal ſcheme” has ruined us both. — 

er She perceived dur views, was of- 

fended at them, and by an artifice we 

were too ſhallow to penetrate, produced 

2 — cng rec 1 
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Ha we proccedbd üifferently! but ſhe 
was not born for me. I ſhould have been 
too too happy. — Alas] the contrary ex- 
treme muſt now be my portion. De- 
ceived and flattered by appearances, I 
thought myſelf ſecure, and overflowing 
with ſelf· ſatisfaction, and big with ſelf- 
conſequence, I ſlipt away after dinner to 

quicken the attorney, whoſe flow progreſs 
with the deeds was become intolerable to 
me, as I conſidered them as pg," af 
pediment to our union. 199594 + *6#8 | 


In UNE (13 134i 1 W149 3} 
Having received —— aſſurattces 
of diſpateh, 1 took my NeaveLHunithed 


a tune as I crofſed 'Lincoln's-Inn—pitied 
Vo. I. O every 
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every perſon I met for not being ſo happy 
as myſelf—and returned to Mrs. Hutcheny 
to conclude, the day where I began it. 
But how, was I diſconcerted, on entering 
the dining-room, to, find that wretched 
thing Sir Matthew {:mpering, and, as he 
evidently imagined, entertaining a wo- 
man ſo ſuperior to himſelf, that I was 
aſtoniſhed he could ſupport the mortifying 
conſciouſneſs of the ridiculous attempt. 
Temper is not my greateſt boaſt : —my 
head and heart were inſtantly in a flame— 
I was even mean in my repartees ;—but 
Miſs Pittborough was ſo cruel as to make 
him amends by her ſmiles for my acrimony. 


1, however, outſtayed him. Mrs. Hut- 
chens ſeverely rebuked her niece for her 
behaviour —and I. boldly ventured to ex- 
k 9 ww 1 
: OP 
Oh W . wn i ſhe 
looked“ It was mighty well !—ſhe 
660 had indeed I herfelf for a lec- 


CE ture 


WY 
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c ture to be ſure ſome ſtrokes had ex- 
1 ceeded her Worft expectations hut ſhe 
4e could bear them all. A very pretty 
« figure ſhe was ſenſible ſhe” muſt make, 
«in ſuffering herſelf to be fo roughly 
te treated by a perſon who had not the 
« leaſt right to aſſume ſo daring a privi- 
e lege:—but it was her aunt's houſe; 
« and ſhe was pleaſed not only to give 
« a ſanction to ſuch ill breeding, but 
6e viſibly e it; — and aun 
c ſhe was content. | 


e For God's ſake, my dear madam,” 
ſaid I, “do not miſconſtrue the liberty 
&« have taken with you.—lI am the laſt 
<< perſon who would attempt to controul 
4 your inclinations. I indeed could not 
te behold your approbation of that wretch, 
© without being ſtung to the ſou] * 1 
did hope that ne terms we were u yer — 


hagen mms, fad Ihe b Mb 


« could either authorize or excuſe ſuch 
| Q 2 „% be- 


196 The HISTORY of 


„behaviour ?—If I had really proceeded 
„ the lengths in your favour, you have 
& ſo induſtriouſly endeavoured to preci- 
„ pitate me—muſt I have lived for you 
alone, without ever receiving or re- 
<« turning the ſmalleſt civility of the reſt 
of your ſex? But you have happily 
« ſhewn yourſelf in your proper colours — 
« and I bleſs myſelf that I have eſcaped 
“your narrow arbitrary power.“ 


Mrs. Hutchens was highly offended at 
this ſpeech; — accuſed her of ingratitude, 
unworthineſs, and diabolical pride ; —ad- 
viſed me never to make her of any con- 
ſequence for the future, for that ſhe was 


undeſerving of ſuch a heart as ſhe knew me 
to be maſter of. | 


Dear-bought compliment fatal offi- 
ciouſneſs - inſtead of ſerving, ſhe has irre- 
parably undone us. 8 


« And do you think, madam,” re- 
turned Miſs Pittborough, her complexion 
greatly 
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greatly heightened, „that I could ever 
« conſent to marry a man, ſo every way 
« my ſuperior ? The obligations he has 
« conferred upon me would alone have 
« proved an inſurmountable obſtacle,— 
« as I really muſt acknowledge I have 
too proud a heart to thank any one for 
« receiving my hand :—and ſince I am 
« urged to it, I muſt tell you, that, not- 
« withſtanding Sir Matthew is not alto- 
« gether ſo fightly as that gentleman 
(looking contemptuouſly upon me) I 
« would, and do, infinitely prefer him, 
« as he was equally affected at the ill- 
&« neſs I have ſo lately recovered, though 
& he has been too genteel to make a me- 
exit of it.” 


I would have behaved with my uſual 
ſervility—canfefſed myſelf to blame—in- 
treated forgiveneſs—but Mrs. Hutchens 
would not permit me. You may in- 
„ deed, - fir,” ſaid the, <* thank Yourſelf 
66 in a great ' meaſure for my niece's 

182 O3 „ haughty 
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0 haughty treatment of you, ,—You have 
fed her vanity until ſhe fancies her- 
<« ſelf a goddeſs. —And yet,” added ſhe 
' ſmiling, ** ſhe has no more delicacy or 
e regard for her deityſhip than to herd 
with a Vulcan, But L inſiſt upon it,” 
continued ſhe in a more ſerious accent, 
that from henceforward ' ſhe may act 
« what part ſhe pleaſes. —You will al- 
“ ways be a welcome viſitor at my houſe, 
but I will only conſider you in the 
« uſual light of a friend, —as I hope you 
te will in a very ſhort time be able to be- 
60 hold the woman Who has treated you 
« ſo unworthily, with ſuitable indiffer- 
te ence.—I cannot believe her ſo abſurd 
« as really to have any favourable diſpo- 
4 ſition towards Sir Matthew ; but if ſhe 
& has, ſhe will meet with | the puniſh- 
«© ment due to her levity; for I can take 
« upon me to ſay, that his mind is more 
« deformed by ill-nature than his body 
by diſeaſe. With any other coxcomb 
*I might be alarmed 3 but here the decep- 


ce tion 


2 
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« tion is ſo low, ſo obvious, that upon 
« reflection I am angry with myſelf for 
«not laughing at it, inſtead of being diſ- 
« turbed.” 


This was the rock on which my happineſs 
ſplit : — out of abſolute perverſeneſs, ſhe 
affected to approve what ſhe would other- 
wiſe have deſpiſed ;—but I will not abuſe 


him, 


She perſiſted in this conduct for a whole 
week, whilſt I appeared aukwardly com- 
poſed, and clumſily indifferent. How 
little did I foreſee the fatal termination !— 

I am again loſt—a few moments recol- 
lection will enable me to proceed. 


The eighth- day after this diſappoint- 
ment of my hopes, having come to a re- 
ſolution of renquncing my aſſumed ne- 
gle, and by every ſubmiſſion ſhe could 
require, eſtabliſh myſelf once more in 
her good opinion; I dropped in as uſual 

O4 at 


200 The HISTORY » 1! 


at Mis. Hutchens's ; for, notwithſtand- 
ing Miſs. Pittborough's brow, bad,: during 
that tedious. interval, continued ever unfa- 


vourable, I was unable to live without 
the fight of her, 


| JOJ3JOKIOC! & TIO | 

| I 7 alan. a wildneſs in the fellow's 
looks that opened the door; but my heart 
was too full of the work I wiſhed to ac- 
compliſh, to ſuffer me to attend to any 
thing that did not immediately relate to 
Miſs, Pittborough. Kitty inſtantly made 
her appearance: an air of triumph and 
malicious ſatisfaction was viſible in her 
countenance. | 


„ My couſin is gone out, fir,” ſaid 
ſhe; © and I fancy we ſhall ſee no more 
of her for this day.” —*<* Your mamma, 
I ſuppoſe, is with her,“ I would have 
added: but ſhe interrupted: me with ſay- 
ing, I am at preſent quite miſtreſs of the 
ͤhouſe, therefore cannot expect to be 
<« favoured with much of your good com- 
cc pany.” 
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« pany? Unſeeling, callous wretch! 
Thus was I deluded out of a whole day,— 
and that ſweet amiable creature fell a fa- 
crifice,' ” J paſſed à miſerable afternoon 
and reſtleſs night, — from my impatience 
to ſhake off a practice I was become un- 
ſpeakably weary of.—I formed a thouſand 
ſpeeches to excuſe my behaviour; addreſſed 
them to her in idea a thouſand and a thou- 
ſand times; and from the ſoft flattery 
that at length ſtole upon my heart, of 
finding her propitious, I dropped into a 
ſleep, at an hour when J ſhould have been 
upon the wing :—but it is over, and I 
muſt never ſee her more. 


The next morning, however, revealed 
all the horror of my circumſtances, 


6 will follow her, madam,” cried I 
in a kind of frenzy to good Mrs. Hutchens, 
and either recover her, or periſh in 
the attempt. — She has only taken this 
© ſtep to rouſe me from my ſeeming le- 
« thargy ;— 
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cc thargy:—ſhe is juſtifiable in her pro. 
cc ceedings: ſhe is properly conſcious 
c of her worth, —and has too great 3 
c mind to pardon indignities unſolicited, 
c Do not attempt to detain me,” (ſhe 
was for propoſing ſome other perſon, as 
beſt capable of the purſuit) * my life, 
my ſoul, depends upon my ſucceſs ;— 
« and I ſhall be outrageous, if oppoſed 
« jn this my poſitive determination.” 


I é need not tell you the expedition ! 
uſed in my journey; but ſhe had a whole 
day's advantage of me, and was beyond 
my reach, What bitter imprecations cid 
I now utter againſt myſelf and the hard- 
natured Kitty, —and the next moment 
prayed as heartily for forgiveneſs | —In 
this ſtate of mind I reached n.. 


I had trad her all the way from inn 
to inn, — and drove the laſt ſtage in tor- 
tures not to be deſcribed. I jumped 


and 
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and violently ſeizing the firſt man I ſaw, 
aked' if ſuch a perſon (imperfectly de- 
ſcribing her) was not in the houſe. | He 
told me ſhe was, and with great civility 
conducted me to the apartment Sir Mat- 
thew had made uſe of. 


My heart I could ſcarce contain it 
] abruptly broke into the room, —and 
found her alone, pale and penſive. She 
ſtarted, and aroſe, —I caught her in my 
arms, and preſſing her to my boſom, 
cried in diſtracted ſentences - Pardon, 
“ pardon I- you ſhall—you muſt be only 


« mine.“ 


“ Oh fir,” ſaid ſhe, in a voice that 
pierced my very ſoul, and half fainting 
at the ſame time You are come too 
* late, —I have already diſpoſed of my- 
“ ſelf, —and have not another hand to 
© beſtow.” —At this inſtant—the wretch 
Sir Matthew ' ſtalked into the room. 
She died away, —whilſt he, diſregarding 


her 
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"hat oil RY drove me to 1 
tion. —I ſnatched up a 'piſto]l—<« Unfeel- 
ing monſter! to triumph over miſery 
6c that you yourſelf have occaſioned. — 


Miſs Pittborough opened her lovely 
eyes. My huſband?” was all ſhe could 
utter. —I felt their meaning, —and down 
dropped the weapon prepared for deſtruc- 
tion upon the floor, and _—_ diſcharged 
itſelf without ny milenict, 


Sir Matthew offered his arm to the 
drooping victim.“ You had better leave 
ic this apartment; that madman will only 
« diſcompole you.” 


6 You are protected, fir,” returned l. 
cc Mortally wounded as I am, -I ſeck 
c no ſatisfaction, - convinced of the im- 
< poſſibility of obtaining it“ 


I en- 


ie, 
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| endeavoured to riſe,—but found my 
limbs unable to ſupport me. —He dragged 
the deareſt object from my ſight—more 
dead than alive—and left — oh he left 
me—blit you can have no idea of it. 


[ charge you, Ned, 7 you regard my 
peace or reaſon, never ko tear open this 
wound afreſh by attempting conſolation, 
Il am not to be conſoled.— There was 
but one circumſtance that could in any 
degree have alleviated ſo cruſhing an evil. 
—Had ſhe the leaſt proſpect of happineſs, 
—that would have been a ſupport;—but 
ſhe is no leſs undone than myſelf, and 
death alone 4 


But do not be alarmed.—I am not fo 
hardened as to commit a deliberate ſui- 
eide.—I ſurvived a moment—I ſaw her 
torn from me, — reluctance and horror 
in her countenance. —I was then pre- 
ſerved from guilt,” and you have nothing 


now to tear, 
Take 


266 9100 44 | | 
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2 notice,” however, that Twill 9 Quit 
this country on ſome deſperate e enterprize; 
and ſhould a bullet in mercy find its way 
to my heart, —though under the directing 
hand of my moſt mortal enemy, —1 will 

thank him with my lateſt breath, —as it 

is the only means that can reſtore me to 


reſt and peace. | 


PC EF OO W. . EE . U.. .f 
LETTER XXXIIL 


Lady Sax xs to Miſs Nancy Prrr- 
BOROUGH. 


OW, my dear ſiſter, I have ſome 

reaſon to hope, that the meaſure 
of my puniſhment is complete,—and that 
futurity cannot have ſuch another ſhock 
in ſtore for me, as I yeſterday experienced. 


OI will tell you all, and, when once 


my miſerable boſom has relieved itſelf, by 
a COM” 
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a communication of its ſorrow, I will en- 
dearour to bring good out o of evil, and 
reſt lrighed » with my fate. 


Prepoſterous promiſe |— eluſive expec- 
tation !=neyer, never again will the cup 
of ſatisfaction reach my lips. — What 
happy days have I not enjoyed! Neither 
ſickneſs (except in a late diſregarded in- 
ſtance) nor diſappointment found the way 
to my habitation. But that exemption 
from corporeal ſuffering rendered my mind 
diſeaſed, far beyond the poſſibility of 
cure. Not the ſtrongeſt and moſt valu- 
able admonitions of friendſhip, —nor the 
moſt pathetic perſuaſions of love, could 
ſave my ſoul from the mortal pangs it now 
endures, 


Juſt turned nineteen, and loſt to every 
felicity But I have carved my own for- 
tune; - would to God I could likewiſe di- 


geſt it! 


I re- 
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I remember our parting well. — Yoy, 
my dear, had ſome ſingular forebodings 
of my evil deſtiny.— How did you in- 
treat me not to ſuffer pleaſure to intoxicate 
my reaſon, nor to promiſe myſelf I could 
gather roſes, inſenſible of the thorn ? 


I, giddily ſecure, laughed equally at 
your tender apprehenſions, and prudent 
advice; and impatiently wiſhed for the 
arrival of my aunt's carriage, to deliver me 
from a repetition of the ſame heavy, cull 
lecture. 


It did arrive; —my heart was divided 
between the tranſport of emerging from 
obſcurity, and the reluctance to be ſepa- 
rated from you. — Tears, however, invo- 
luntarily eſcaped me. — We drove from the 
door; —how little did I then imagine 1 
was driving to deſtruction ! 


| | My aunt, with great good humour, 
rallied me upon the ſoftneſs of my nature, 


telling 
bi 
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telling me, that our friendſhip had but 
few precedents in the world, to which 
ſhe was about to introduce me, to keep 
it in countenance ;—and ſhall I confeſs, 
that, notwithſtanding I was ſenſible ſhe 
in reality highly approved the ſcene ſhe 
had been witneſs to, I was more than half 
aſhamed, that I had betrayed ſo much of 
the ruſtic in her preſence, determining 
for the future to aſſume a leſs ſuſceptible 
character, in order to qualify myſelf for 
faſhionable circles. : 


I adhered with a fatal ſteadineſs to this 
worthy reſolution ; and, except that now 
and then the genuine dictates of my na- 
ture were too powerful for reſtraint, I 
might be ſaid to be a few removes only 


from inſenſibility. 


You know what enſued, — My weak 
imagination, dazzled by gay trappings and 
ſplendid gewgaws, and my brain heated 
by the tich draughts of flattery I imbibed, 
Vor. I. P left 
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left me doubtful of my mortality: What 
exultation, what; delight did I not te- 
ceive from paining aoworthy heart! 
But the work is at length accompliſhed, 
and a glorious work it proves Nor can 
I ſupport Well, well, they ſay ca- 
lamities may be lightened by being judi- 
ciouſly borne, — and the part I have already 
acted leaves no doubt of "yp diſcretion 
upon every occafion;” 


Had the colonel but underſtood the art 
of diſſimulation — had he not, with a 
frankneſs and generoſity almoſt peculiar 
to himſelf, put his heart into my hands, — 
I ſhould not ſo wantonly have undone 
either him or myſelf ! — He conceived ideas 
.of my principles that were utterly erro- 
neous.— have indeed proved myſelf an 
- angel - hut it is an _ of CURR oils 
bus .NONUIINSD ONNL Y ant {83 NOUL 

2&1 bene -ueslaly W him, 
but could abt reſiſt the tempthtion of 


9 my — I apprehended 
that 
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that the bate confeſſion of the ſentiments 
he had inſpired me withf though to the 
deareſt friend on earth, would be a di- 
minution of that power. — It was my in- 
tention, my deſire to be his at the long- 
run ; hut ſo fine a creature, truly, was 


not to be obtained in a common way. O 
vanity! — vanity - thou art in general 
only deemed an infirmity, but in my breaſt 
haſt proved a moſt pernicious vice! 


80 recently recovered from a moſt alarm 
ing diſtemper ! ſuch inconteſtible, » ſuch 


_ engaging proofs as I was every hour re- 


ceiving of the colonel's valuable attach- 
ment ! But I was ſuperior to them all, — 


my offended pride required ſatisfativii— 


I ſcorned to be entrapped; though the 
ſnare had every charm to flatter - my in- 
elination, — and one frolic more I was 
dent upon carrying into execution, — and 


you are but too ſenſihle how dearly that 


laſt e ee > 10d 
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9 8• W ond. the colo- 
nel's ſeeming, acquieſcence with her opi- 
nion, were the grand ftimulatives,—Sir 
Matthew I judged. a, proper tool for my 
purpoſe, —and the. converſations between 
Kitty and her maid, which I could now 
almoſt: ſuſpect were deſigned for my too 
buſy ear, contributed in a very great de- 
gree to drive me to the extremity, 


Sir Matthew, equally vain, and equally 
mis-judging with myſelf, was elated with 
my preference of him, —and a journey to 
Scotland. tickled his fancy (though from 


different motives) in a fimilar degree to 
mine. 


Hoy did I pleaſe myſelf the three firſt 
ſtages with anticipating the triumph J 
had prepared for myſelf -] compoſed ſe- 
veral very long and very abſurd ſpeeches 
for the occaſion, —and believed each car- 
_riage 1 heard was my purſuers. 8 z | 

[4 3 5 Sir 
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Sir Matthew's convejlation, though 
extremely brilliant, was by no means the 
object of my attention: I had other game 
in view, — and T ſtill continued to ſupport 
myſelf with the confident hope, _ we 
ſhould ſoon be overtaken, 


My ſpirits, however, began to fail me 
the ſecond day.—I contrived twenty little 
unneceſſary delays, —but they were intirely 
diſregarded ; —and it was but too viſible 
that Sir Matthew was capable of acting a 
negligent as well as a ſubmiſſive charac- 
ter, — Our cruel expedition was far from 
receiving any check, until we reached the 
end of our 6 ** 


My heart ſunk within me as I alighted. 
How did I caſt my eyes now on this 
fide, now on that how did I not deſpiſe 
my own folly and precipitation! —when 
' ſuddenly | my pride returned to my 'aid.— 
0 What, and was I not worth the fol- 
„ lowing ?—But they ſhall repent their 
1 light 
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light eſtimation of me. Do they ĩima- 
ging I will voluntarity return —intreat 
<« forgiveneſs make the colonel one of 
my beſt curtſies for accepting my hand ? 
«© No, Iwill die firſt; — and whatever 
«<'were-my intentions when I firſt ſet out, 
„ J have now ſufficient provocation to 
„ diſpoſe of — guns T will” be this 
£ man's wife??? 


Sir Matthew left me 'a few moments to 
my on reflections — What a conflict! — 
But reſentment was predominant—I be- 
eame impatient for the performance of 
the ceremony, which was hurried over at 
Sir Matthew's return, and I rendered the 
ot miſcrable 1 woman n breathing 


1 * Sir Mae Mr would give me 
leave? to retire and acquaint my friends 
with the ſtep I had taken. — He, affecting 
great politeneſs, complied” with my re- 
queſt, and went, as 1 afterwards learned, 
to view the town during my being em- 
5 ployed; — 
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played rand I had leiſure not» only! to 
diſpatch my laſt letter, but a ghy 
_ killing es n —onsvig 


bod yi 7 
I. had determined, . 10 pre- 
= the appearance at leaſt of reſignation, 
and Was ſitting - like Patience on a monu- 
ment ſmiling at grief — when I was 
ſurpriſed by a great noiſe at the door; — 
and before I had either power to riſe, or 
any degree of recollection, who ſhould 
ruſh into my. preſence but the injured co- 
lonel, in an agony much better to be con- 
ceived than deſcribed. He ſeized, me as 
his own—his words were ſcarcely articu- 
late—but yet ſufficiently intelligent —I 
had but juſt time to reply, and was en- 
deavouring to diſengage myſelf from his 
arms, when Sir Matthew returned. — The 
contraſt completed my wretchedneſ(s;— 
my choſen, my intended — my real and 
abhorred huſband at once before my eyes; 
but I was not long in a en, to 
105 derbe. noi 
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My inſenſibility continued but for a 
moment, — Providence was ſo gracious as 
to reſtore my reaſon, though not my ut- 
terance, except for three words only, or 
murther had been the conſequence of my 
folly. A brace of piſtols lay upon the 
lab — I ſuppoſe Sir Matthew was indi(- 
creet - the colonel diſtracted — and the 
former owes his life to a ſingle exclama- 
tion I made in his favour, 


I will not recolle& the reſt. —I ſuffered 

myſelf to Joſe fight of all I held dear, — 
and my affliction was greatly encreaſed 
by being rather ridiculed than pitied. 


But be that day for ever blotted from 
my remembrance I- Sir Matthew, upon 
the whole, treats me much better than I 
deſerve, and his future kindneſs will un- 
doubtedly depend upon my good behaviour, 


Thus, Nancy, am I reduced from com- 
manding to ſubmiſſion ; —and, inſtead of 
having 
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having my every inclination gratified al- 
moſt before I could communicate it, 
Dam under the mortifying neceſſity of 
ſacrificing my will to that of enen 
and that other 


| AY my ſiſter, I am not ſo mi- 
ſerable as I have deſcribed'::—do not there- 
fore let your happineſs be clouded or 
interrupted on my account. — Write to the 
colonel give him every poſſible conſola- 
tion—and, if I cannot affure you of my 
felicity, you may depend upon my being 
perfectly reſigned. 


LET- 
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HAT ſhall. Lis. wa Lad, 
my unfortunate lifter, under her 
preſent circumſtances ? — How convey con- 
ſolation clear of reflection, or convince 
her that my pity, my ſympathy, are hers, 
without adding ren * to her aflliction ? 
oldiran 
Alas, my Fung it was but too er 
for you to learn the leſſon of mortification ; 
—that path is very ſlippery that is ſtrewed 
with flowers, —A' greater evil might have 
befallen you; your honour, your fortune 
is ſecure - but your taſłæ, I grant you, is 
rather hard to perform. Conſider the 
ſacted e you have entered into, 
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and that whatever were your motives, no- 
thing can” excufe your fulfilling it. Do 
not ſuffer your thoughts to dwell upon im- 
proper objects, but at all times accuſtom 
yourſelf to turn them upon the moſt fa- 
vourable fide of your huſband's character. 
—Cultivate, and by your approbation do 
juſtice to his real perfections,— and as ten- 
derly compaſſionate and conceal his infir- 
mities, remembering that they are met 
(hy charaeriftics of ON. 


aa to the world, it will ſoon forget G0 
ſtep you have taken; your fortune and ti 
tle will ſecure you from cenſure. Error 
and a coach and ſix muſt be incompatible. 
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* have not forfeited the fizoditip of 
any one, — and you have it more than ever 
in your power to obtain an approbation 
you have hitherto been a ſtranger mw 
mean the approbation of ou own heart. 


My father conjures you to be mindful 
of the character you have thought proper 


to 
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| Non or fall, in his affection, 'by that. teſt 
of your prudence, . APY: and re- 
pentance. wviterrs o s. 


He knows you to be capable of many 
great and good actions, and he has too 
much candour to conclude even in gene- 
ral (and too much partiality in this par- 
ticular inſtance) that one W ſtep can 
never be retrieved. (1 | 
= OY F 
Your own underſtanding, aſſiſted by 
col reflection, will enable you to form a 
very different judgment of life, its plea- 
ures and difappointments, than you have 
hitherto entertained. — You will be taught, 
nay c convinced, that misfortunes depend in 
great meaſure upon ourſelves, —as our 
imagination may conſtitute, or our rea- 
fon diminiſh, more than balf the ane. 


Vou will find, likewiſe, that every 
en you have connexion with (howe- 


ver 
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ver ſeemingly bleſſed) have their ſccret 
anxieties, and that yours perhaps, not- 
withſtanding their preſent acuteneſs, are 
infinitely inferior to many. 0 


The hand of death has probably robbed 
one of all he held dear; — ſome ſevere 
chronical diſeaſe deprives another of 
all poſſibility of enjoyment za third la- 
bours under thoſe mortifications derived 
from the perverſeneſs and undutifulneſs of 
an only child; —a fourth is ſunk down by 
the compunction of an evil conſcience, — 
his friend died by his hand; —a fifth but 
it is madneſs to attempt enumerating the 
evils mankind are ſubject rand you 
will be ſatisfied that devoting your atten- 
tion to one man, agreeable to your duty, 
and reducing your approbation for another 
into the ſober ſentiments of friendſhip, 
is by no means ſo formidable a difficulty 
in practice as in proſpect, 


| As to your requeſt of writing to the 
| perſon whoſe welfare you have fo much at 
heart, 
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heart, I am far from being clear with 
reſpect to the propriety of it; but I will 
beſtow ſuitable conſideration thereon, pro- 
vided you promiſe menever toenquireeither 
into the effects or certainty of my com- 
pliance ;—the ſubjet is abundantly too 
tender even to be touched upon at preſent ; 
a year or two hence perhaps may render 
you equal to ĩt. 


On every proper occaſion my beſt ſervices 
ſhall be yours, — and, if I cannot mitigate, 
I ſhall ever ſympathize in your misfor- 


tunes. 4,12, 19 


End of the FIRST VOLUME. 
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